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CASTLE PRIORY COLLEGE 


Official Opening — 19th July, 1966 


AN IMPORTANT NEW LIFE has begun for 
Castle Priory, the country mansion that 
has stood on the banks of the Thames at 
Wallingford for more than two centuries. 
It has just been officially opened by The 
Spastics Society as a training college 
for staff and voluntary workers and will 
be the centre of a bold pioneer scheme 
to increase efficiency and knowledge 
throughout the entire field of cerebral 
palsy. 

The opening ceremony was performed 
by Canon J. N. D. Kelly, Principal of 
St. Edmund Hall, Oxford, who described 
the College as a milestone in the Society’s 
work. 

‘Cerebral palsy is one of the most 
grievous afflictions with which human 
beings can be saddled, and the college 
will be performing a most necessary and 
admirable function’ he declared. ‘It will 
evaluate new needs and provide informa- 
tion on new areas worthy of study. It 
should be able to give a wonderful ser- 
vice in this great field. 

A welcoming address was given by the 
Chairman of The Spastics Society, Mr. 
W. A Burn, who said that since the 
college first opened its doors in January, 
1965, nearly 500 students or participants 
in seminars had passed through it. 

‘This project, like so many others of 
The Spastics Society, is of a pioneering 
nature’ he said. ‘It is an experiment we 
believe is necessary for the healthy and 
continuous growth and strengthening of 
the Society. We are conscious that we 
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rely on a dedicated staff and a loyal band 
of voluntary workers who together have 
achieved in some fourteen years a great 
deal of what the early pioneers first en- 
visaged. The greatest asset of any or- 
ganisation, though unrevealed in its 
balance sheet, is its human resources, 
and it is our firm intention to develop 
these to the utmost.’ 
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Mr. Burn added that Castle Priory 
would not only provide for the Society’s 
own staff. It would also organise training 
and development programmes for profes- 
sional and voluntary workers engaged in 


spastic welfare under Government or 


Local Authority provisions as well as 
those working in other fields of volun- 
tary care. 


Left to right: The Rev. Hester, Vicar of St. Mary’s, Wallingford, Mrs. Knowles, Canon 
Kelly, Mr. Burn, Dr. Stevens and Mr. Loring 
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‘It is our firm desire to build a strong 
and talented team interested in working 
for or with the Society so that we can 
spread the knowledge already gained as 
widely as possible’, he declared. 

The vote of thanks to Canon Kelly 
was proposed by Dr. C. P. Stevens, 
Director of the Society, and seconded 
by Mrs J. W. Knowles, Principal of the 
_ College. 

The ceremony was held in a marquee 
on the lawns. Later guests, who included 


the Mayor and Mayoress of Wallingford, 
Councillor and Mrs. A. H. Boys, toured 
the house and had a country cream tea 
in the dining room. 

The official opening marks the start of 
a three-year expansion programme for 
Castle Priory. Already the building has 
been converted to include library, lecture 
rooms, coffee bar and accommodation for 
30 resident students and staff. Shortly 
work will start on a lecture theatre, dis- 
cussion rooms, specially-equipped train- 


ing areas and other college amenities. 

The house itself has such a fascinating 
history that students are researching it in 
their spare time. The main part of the 
building was built in 1759 by Mr. Justice 
Blackstone, author of ‘Commentaries on 
the Laws of England’, and a former 
Rector of Wallingford. But it is believed 
to stand on the site of a medieval church- 
yard, and part of an earlier Jacobean 
building forms part of the kitchen wing 
of the present house. 


A Camping Experiment 


carried out by the 


THIS PARTICULAR WEEK of the second 
Houseparent Training Course was pri- 
marily geared to finding out how handi- 
capped children could be catered for on 
a camping holiday. A certain amount of 
time had been spent the previous month 
in locating a site and obtaining permis- 
sion to camp on it. A major item for the 
week was, obviously, equipment. De- 
cisions had to be made as to the number 
of tents required, and, we found that as 
a result of local generosity, sleeping ac- 
commodation was sufficient. All the tents 
had been erected and checked a week 
before the camp started. Two of the 
students were in charge of the budgeting 
and catering and had a set amount of 
money for the week’s food. They planned 
the meals beforehand, making sure that 
they had all the cutlery, cooking utensils, 
calor gas and storage equipment neces- 
sary. Saws and choppers for cutting wood 
for the camp fire; hurricane lamps, lat- 
rines and spades were essential items, 
and ball and box games, although taking 
up little space, were nevertheless very 
important. Once the passengers had been 
allocated, on paper, to the three vehicles 
available—a Minibus and two cars—the 
next job was loading the equipment onto, 
and into, them. This was done the even- 
ing before departure for the camp site. 
On Tuesday morning, 31st May, the 
student’s convoy left Wallingford at 9.30 
for a week under canvas in the Wye Val- 
ley. After stopping en route for sand- 
wiches, everybody had arrived on the site 
by 2 o’clock. The position of the tents 
then had to be decided. The final decision 
was that the half-dozen sleeping tents 
should be in a semi-circle about 15 yards 
from the hedge, with the latrine tents next 
- to the hedge, and the mess tent the other 
side of the smaller tents. After all the 
tents had been erected, in such a position 
as to have the fullest advantage of the 
morning sun, the students each had a 
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particular daily job to carry out. These 
ranged from budgeting and catering 
(everybody took a hand in the cooking 
according to a rota), collecting wood, 
water, milk, do latrine maintenance, build- 
ing the camp fire, and nightly the slacken- 
ing of guy ropes. 

The camp site was in a small hamlet, 
Llanigon, about 25 miles from Hereford. 
The field belonged to a farmer, name of 
Jones, who supplied the camp with water 
and milk. These items had to be fetched 
every day in the Minibus. The place was 
ideal in that there were many opportuni- 
ties for children to discover and experi- 
ence country life, geese and hens in a 
farmyard, Friesian and Jersey cows in a 
field, winding lanes, Llanigon itself, the 
views of the surrounding countryside. 
There was an abundance of wild flowers 
of all colours, insects, river plants, all 
of which could be collected, identified and 
studied. 


A trip was made to Hereford Cathedral 
on Thursday morning. The general im- 
pression of this building was that it was 
more like a museum than a church. This 
was probably brought about by the fact 
that it was divided into so many chapels. 
The purpose of the visit was to rub 
brasses, and the efforts were much ad- 
mired by overseas visitors. Lunchtime 
came all too quickly. 


Bodenham Manor, a school for mal- 
adjusted boys just outside Hereford, was 
the next port of call. The school was run 
on very free, practical lines. The boys 
were building a greenhouse at the time. 
A cheerful, lively atmosphere was very 
evident, and the visit was of value to the 
course. 


Up to the Whitsun holiday every spare 
minute had been spent in constructing 
two canoes from kits and plans. Came 
the 3rd June and the canoes were offici- 
ally named by the Principal of the Col- 


lege, with the traditional bottle of 
champagne. They were then launched on 
the River Wye and tested with a five- 
mile trip. At the end neither vessel had 
suffered any damage and had come 
through the test very well. The students 
not in the canoes set off on a walking 
tour of the hills surrounding Llanigon. 
They covered about 16 miles in all, walk- 
ing all day under a mercilessly hot sun— 
no shade to be found anywhere. About 
teatime everyone arrived back at camp, 
footsore, sunburnt and almost asleep 
standing up. 

On Saturday, those in higher authority 
decided that there had been enough un- 
changing sunshine and, as a result, near 
gale-force winds were the order of the 
day. The campers were thankfully con- 
fined to the site, making sure the tents 
were safe, and generally easing their aches 
and pains. To round off the week an 
extra large camp fire was lit in the even- 
ing, and the students were joined by the 
Principal and the Tutor in a communal 
sing-song, accompanied by various alcho- 
holic beverages. The following morning, 
after playing an improvised form of 
rounders for an hour or so, preparations 
were made for the journey back to Wal- 
lingford. Having made sure that all, or 
most, of the food had been eaten, every- 
body set-to dismantling and packing tents, 
and loading equipment into the vehicles. 
At I o’clock the site was clear and clean, 
and the return trip had started. After 
calling at Hereford, all the vehicles 
arrived back at College by 6 p.m. That 
evening the demand for hot water almost 
exceeded the supply! 

It is an interesting thought that al- 
though two-thirds of the students had 
not camped before, the camp could not 
have run more smoothly, and it was 
unanimously agreed that spastic children 
would not fail to enjoy life under canvas 
and benefit from all its possibilities. 


My Work with Cerebral Palsy 


Children in 


Israel 


by R. V. Gordon, M.A.O.T. 


Vol 29 No. 6, June 1966 with acknowledgments 


Reprinted from ‘Occupational Therapy’, 


WHEN I CAME TO ISRAEL in September, 
1962, I started looking for a job. Although 
I had worked in a children’s hospital in 
London for three years, partly with C.P.s., 
I did not specifically look for work in 
this field—it was quite by chance that I 
was directed to Shatlem, which was then 
the Association for Cerebral Palsy, and 
was just two years old at the time (it 
has since amalgamated with the Polio 
Foundation and is now called Ilan). At 
Shatlem I was told about a new project 
—a school for C.P. children, which had 
been started six months previously by a 
group of parents. I went to visit this 
group of seven children in an old leaking 
Arab house near Tel Aviv, and talked to 
their teacher who had recently returned 
from Canada where she took a Post- 
graduate course in Special Education. 
She badly needed a helper, and although 
there was no establishment for an occu- 
pational therapist at the time, I decided 
to start work there—I liked the children, 
and I liked the teacher, and I saw the 
tremendous possibilities there and a 
great need for Occupational Therapy. The 
day I started work they moved to a more 
suitable building in another part of town. 

Today the school has 32 children, to- 
gether with a regular staff of four 
teachers, two part-time physiotherapists, 
two part-time speech therapists, a full- 
time occupational therapist, three teachers’ 
helpers, and an extra unqualified teacher 
who also teaches music in all classes. We 
also have a remedial reading teacher who 
comes three times a week. There is a 
kindergarten in another part of town, 
with fifteen children, two kindergarten 
teachers and a helper. 

The financial burden of the school is 
divided between The Ministry of Edu- 
cation, which provides the teachers; the 
Education Dept. of the Tel Aviv Muni- 
cipality, which provides the building and 
its maintenance, some of the educational 
materials and some of the helpers; and 
Ilan (functioning on voluntary contribu- 
tions) which provides the therapist, their 
equipment and materials, and transport 
for the children. Schooling is free for the 
children, as it is for all children in Israel 
up to the age of fourteen, but the parents 
are required to contribute I£25 per month 
(£1 = I£8) to Ilan towards the cost of 


4 


transport, etc. The total cost to keep one 
child at our school for one year is 
1£3,600! 

The children are under the supervision 
of a paediatrician who visits the school 
regularly, and sees each child in turn 
with his parents. Any orthopaedic or sur- 
gical treatment that is necessary is carried 
out at a local hospital which has a special 
Rehabilitation Unit for C.P. Any child 
who needs individual treatment is re- 
ferred by the paediatrician, and is taken 
out of lessons for treatment. 

We have a social worker, a psycholo- 
gist and a nurse who pay regular visits 
to the school. We have fortnightly staff 
meetings which takes place in the even- 
ing, at which we discuss two or three 
children at a time. 

We have all types of C.P.s at the 
school, with all associated handicaps and 
disabilities. Their ages range from six to 
fifteen. They are divided into four classes 
of six to ten children in a class. They 
learn the three Rs to begin with, and 
later on start other subjects. The children 
come to school daily from their homes in 
Tel Aviv and all the surrounding areas, 
in a fleet of small buses and taxis. At 
first the school day was from eight to 
twelve noon. It was then extended to 
twelve-thirty—last December we started 
a ‘long day’ twice a week until three 
o’clock. Our aim is eventually to have a 
long day every day—we work six days a 
week in Israel. 

Our building has grown too, in the last 
few months. Originally we had only two 
classrooms (one was later partitioned 
into two), the physiotherapist worked in 
the kitchen, and the speech therapist in 
a small room (with no sound-proofing) 
which also doubled as the doctor’s room 
on her visits, or as a consultation room 
for the principal when she had to inter- 
view a parent or one of our numerous 
visitors. All through last Spring, Sum- 
mer and Autumn we had teams of work- 
men, bricklayers, painters, etc., milling 
round us, literally hammering on top of 
our heads sometimes — knocking down 
walls, putting in doors and windows, 
building extensions on either side of the 
school. Much to everybody’s astonish- 
ment we managed to work through all 
this disruption, and any inconvenience 


we suffered was offset by the thrill, both 
for the children and the staff, of seeing 
our school building change and grow be- 
fore our eyes! Last month we were able 
to move two classes into two new class- 
rooms. This week we are moving into the 
new Therapy Centre. This is comprised 
of a large Physiotherapy dept., a large 
Occupational Therapy dept., two Speech 
Therapy rooms, a doctor’s consultation 
room, and a large room for staff and 
parents’ meetings. There is also a very 
large hall for parties, film shows, etc., 
and for television when we finally have 
transmission in Israel. We have also 
added cloakroom and toilet facilities and 
plenty of storage cupboards. 

Occupational Therapy up till now 
consisted mainly of group work in the 
classrooms. I teach the children handi- 
crafts, starting with simple sewing and 
weaving on cardboard, graduating to 
more advanced work according to each 
child’s ability. Today some of them pro- 
duce baskets, scarves, cushion covers, and 
embroidered mats and bags. They also — 
do some carpentry, and two of the boys 
have already shown great imagination and 
skill in this. Painting and work with plas- 
ticine and clay are encouraged. We also do 
a great deal of paste-work with the chil- 
dren, and many of them make very in- 
teresting things out of empty match boxes, 
pieces of cardboard, ice cream sticks, etc. 
Every day one or another of the children 
arrives with his little parcel of throw-outs 
that he has collected at home—the staff 
bring me their old nylon stockings from 
which many children have woven mats 
and cushions—we eventually find a use 
for everything! As I settle into my new 
department I hope to extend the scope of 
handicrafts. I hope to get a sewing 
machine and bigger looms, etc., and thus 
be able to develop and encourage more 
talents and skills in more children. 

I also teach A.D.L. to small groups in 
the classrooms, or, in co-operation with 
the physiotherapist, before or after treat- 
ment—e.g., taking shoes and other articles 
of clothing off before treatment, or put- 
ting on after treatment. We also co- 
operate very closely (and where necessary 
with the speech therapist as well) in seat- 
ing, and in toilet independence training, 
feeding, etc. 
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As I gét settled in my new department 
I shall be able to take children for indi- 
vidual treatment. There are a great many 
problems yet to be solved in feeding, 
dressing, etc. We have recently ‘dis- 
covered’ the usefulness of Velcro, and 
although we cannot buy it in Israel, we 
always manage to find someone going 
abroad who can bring us some. We work 
_very hard at making the children as in- 
dependently mobile as possible—wheeling 
their own wheelchairs, getting up from 
sitting and putting on their own crutches, 
going from room to room on their own, 
opening and shutting doors, fetching and 
‘carrying, running errands round the 
school, hanging up their own coats, etc. 
We find the children are only too ready 
to help each other—sometimes even too 
ready! We have quite a job sometimes 
in discouraging them from pushing wheel- 
chairs! This goes for new members of the 
staff too, who have to be initiated into 
our ‘cruel little ways’, and our ability to 
stand by while a ‘poor little child’ strug- 
gles for ten minutes to get one sleeve of 
his sweater off, etc. 


Another aspect of my work is to make 
home visits in the afternoons, to children 
who, for various reasons, get no form of 
treatment in any other way—they may be 
at normal schools, or at other special 
schools where there is no therapy. 

Many of our children come from homes 
where they get little or no help or en- 
couragement. Many of them have never 
had any form of education before—some 
came to us from kindergartens or schools 
for retarded or mentally deficient children. 
Some have never been outside their 
_ home, and therefore lack everyday know- 
ledge of life, e.g., an intelligent boy of 
nine, a spastic quadriplegia, who did not 
know what a ‘greengrocer’ is. Because of 
this we try to bring the children into as 
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much contact as possible with the outside 
world—we have taken them on trips to 
the zoo, the airport, into the country, and 
to see soldiers and tanks lined up for 
Independence Day. Every July we take 
the whole school to the beach three times 
a week. This is a great treat for the 
children as it is one of the two hottest 
months of the year and is almost too hot 
to sit in school and learn. Israeli schools 
are closed during July and August, but 
we close only in August. Another regular 
feature of our July programme is the visit 
of the dentist and his nurse to the school, 
where they set up their ‘clinic’, and 
examine all the children’s teeth and give 
treatment where necessary. The dentist is, 
by now, a great friend of everybody, and 
the children vie with each other to be 
first in the queue. In the words of one 
girl explaining to a new girl how it is 
that dentist doesn’t hurt—‘because he has 
good hands and a heart of gold.’ . 

Every day each child brings his ‘eleven- 
ses’ to school which he eats in his own 
classroom, but on Friday we provide food 
from school, Each class takes it in turn 


Learning to dress. 
Occupational 
Therapy 

at the 

Onn School, 

Tel Aviv. 


to prepare the meal. They decide on the 
menu, and then go to the local shop to 
buy the ingredients. On Friday they don 
white aprons and set to work, buttering 
the bread, making sandwiches, or salad, 
or porridge, or perhaps a cake, and tea 
to drink. Then they lay the tables and 
act as hosts to all the other classes. 
Every Friday before going home the 
whole school gets together for the tradi- 
tional welcoming of the Sabbath—each 
week a different girl is invited to light 
the Sabbath candles and recite the bless- 
ing, helped, if necessary, by a member of 
the staff, and a boy says the traditional 
blessing over a glass of wine. Then we 
sing songs and all go off for our well- 
earned Saturday rest. Each child’s birth- 


day is celebrated by an extra festive 
Sabbath ceremony, at which he or she has 
a wreath of flowers round his head, a 
cake with the appropriate number of 
candles, and a small gift. These cere- 
monies are customary in all kindergartens 
and lower classes in schools in Israel. In 
our school we also celebrate the birthdays 
of the staff, much to the delight and en- 
tertainment of the children—but, of 
course, we never grow older than 21! 

Song and folk-dance play a great part 
in the life of the Israeli child, and sing- 
ing plays a great part in our school too. 
There are many Jewish festivals during 
the year and each one has its own tradi- 
tions and songs. We celebrate each festi- 
val at school. singing the songs and eating 
the food which is appropriate to the 
festival. We sometimes arrange these par- 
ties in the evening which is a special treat 
for the children. 


Last year a Scout group was formed 
with the top class of six children. This 
was a great venture as there has been no 
scouting for handicapped children in 
Israel before, and our children were 
thrilled at the opportunity to be ‘like 
other children’. One day I went with 
them and their Scoutmaster to a small 
wood near the school where they were 
able to put into practice what they had 
learned about lighting bonfires, and 
making tents out of blankets. Another day 
we took them to spend a day at the 
International Jamboree that was held in 
Israel in the summer. 


For some years there has been an 
annual summer camp for post-polio chil- 
dren. Two years ago the organisers 
agreed to take a small number of C.P. 
children as an experiment, and I was 
asked to go with them as there would be 
none there who knew and understood C.P. 
The camp was held on a kibbutz, a col- 
lective farming settlement on the coast 
a few miles north of Tel Aviv. Amongst 
the group of ten C.P.s (there were about 
a hundred children all together) there was 
one boy from our school. At the last 
summer camp there were thirty C.P.s ten 
of them from our school, without a special 
member of staff. 


In the three and a half years that I 
have worked in the school I have seen it 
grow from a very small and unknown pro- 
ject, to a flourishing establishment which 
is very much ‘on the map’, both in Israel 
and abroad. It has been, and continues 
to be very exciting and rewarding work. 
We have an excellent team of workers 
who originate from many different coun- 
tries. Although I knew some modern 
Hebrew when I first came, I of course, 
made (and still make) many mistakes— 
which the children delight in correcting! 
Anyone who visits the school comments 
on the pleasant atmosphere, and takes 
away with him an impression of a group 
of happy children. 


Scalesceugh 
Hall 
Residential 


Centre 


SCALESCEUGH HALL 


Official Opening — 25th June, 1966. 


Mr. J. D. Herd, Chairman of the Cumberland, Westmorland and Furness Spastics Society, 
pointing out features of the grounds of Scalesceugh Hall to Sir Fergus and Lady Graham 
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SCALESCEUGH HALL, which was officially 
opened on Saturday, 25th June, is a 
Centre for 25-30 adult spastics of whom 
2I are now in residence. The Hall is 
about five miles from Carlisle in the 
direction of Penrith and was formally the 
home of the Harrison family. It was 
purchased, adapted and equipped with 
funds raised over a period of years by 
the Cumberland, Westmorland and 
Furness Spastics Society, although the 
Centre now receives a running cost grant 
from The Spastics Society. 

The official opening attracted many 
hundreds of supporters and friends from 
all over Cumbria. The opening ceremony 
was performed by Sir Fergus Graham, 
Bt., Lord-Lieutenant of Cumberland, and 
Lady Graham. The Spastics Society was — 
represented by Mr. James Loring, Assis- 
tant Director, Services, who proposed the 
vote of thanks to the Lord-Lieutenant 
which was seconded by Mr. Arthur S. 
Wade. A spastic resident, Mr. Stuart 
Syddall, also spoke from the platform. 
Mr J. D Herd, Chairman of the Cum- 
berland, Westmorland and _ Furness 
Spastics Society, was in the chair and the 
Society’s President, Major Charles 
Graham, elder son of Sir Fergus and 
Mrs. Graham, were also on the platform. 

Sir Fergus underlined the importance 
of the work of the Society and men- 
tioned his recent visit to Park Crescent. 
Mr. Loring paid tribute to all those who 
had worked so hard’to produce Scales- 
ceugh Hall, particularly Mr. Herd, the 
Chairman, to whom both the Cumber- 
land Society and The Spastics Society 
owed so much. 
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FOR THE BENEFIT of the reader I should 
explain that I am a long-suffering hand- 
propelled tricycle. I first came to Prested 
Hall in the back of a railway lorry, and 
travelled down the drive in a state of 
great trepidation, for I had heard some 
hair-raising stories from my predecessors. 
Stories that hardly bore thinking: about, 
of being hung on lamp-posts on V.E. Day, 
and of being driven almost to breaking 
point along a floodbank in the middle of 
the night after the lifeboat maroon had 
been sounded; stories of taking drunks 
home after standing for hours outside 
pubs in the rain, and of having their 
handles plastered with cow-dung and 
worse, and of being festooned with rude 
placards. 


No small wonder then that my spokes 
were rattling in their sockets as the van 
went down the drive, the drive along 
which I was to travel thousands of times, 
so many times, in fact, that my tyres were 
to be on intimate terms with every 
pebble. However, on arrival at the front 
door I was greeted by a wizened, white- 
haired, toothless creature, who looked to 
me at least 90, and not at all the hard- 
faced b that I had been led to expect. 
I soon learned, however, that he could 
be as cantankerous as any old woman 
whom my great-grandparents had carried 
at Bath, and that he could be like them 
in other respects, too. On being unloaded 
amidst exhortations to be careful from 
this old man I was at once fitted with a 
platform and a box, the latter with which 
I was very pleased, because it kept my 
vitals warm and dry from the wind and 
rain. After one or two trips up the drive 
I soon became as one with this old boy, 
whom I shall hereafter refer to as the O.B. 
Although I rarely subsequently got a 
bath, I got plenty of good food in the way 
of correct oil. 


I soon found that the O.B. was pre- 
cocious, and that at that time he had two 
girl friends, one a naive girl in spectacles 
who was very unsteady on her feet, and 
the other a hard-faced individual who 
used a plonker to walk with. Both these 
girls were very light in weight, and as 
the O.B. was just a bag of skin and bone, 
I could carry one of them quite easily on 
my platform round the extensive grounds 
of Prested. The O.B. and I had many 
escapades, some of which are quite un- 
printable. There was a house-mother who 
was terrified of the drive in the dark, and 
every other week for about a year the 
O.B. and I had to escort her up the drive. 
On one of these occasions, while return- 
ing from the top of the drive, both of us 
were thinking how nice the smell of the 
newly-baled hay on either side was, when 
we heard a giggle from behind one of the 
bales. As I am a real lady and not so well 
up in these things as the O.B., I turned 
my head sharply and we ended up in the 
long grass on the opposite side of the 


drive, from whence we had to be de- 
bogged by the giggler’s escort. 


There now followed a rather sad time 
for the O.B. and me, as the first of his 
girl friends had become ill and left, and 
the second had found herself another boy 
friend so if we were going up any hills 
we used to carry a bag of stones as ballast 
to keep my steering wheel firmly on the 
ground. 


A brighter time was coming, however. 
One Saturday morning we were asked by 
a big man called the Warden’(I have 
heard the O.B. call him many other 
names when he has driven me flat out in 
a temper to sulk for an hour in the Nissen 
hut) to escort a new girl round the 
grounds. We went up the drive, and on 
our return the O.B. suggested that we 
should go through the shrubbery. At this 
the girl took to her heels and fled, as if 
all hell were after her. We learnt later 
that she thought she was in for a fate 
worse than death, which I took as an 
insult to my prim chaperoning. For some 
months this girl avoided me and the O.B. 
like the plague, but eventually they got 
very thick indeed. Whenever I turn my 
head at the first lodge gate on all of the 
thousands of times that we go round the 
shrubbery, I always remember the spect- 
tacle of this terrified girl defending, as 
she thought, her honour. 


The most gruelling day that I have had 
so far was one Bank Holiday at Basildon, 
when I was driven for six miles at my 
top speed, taking part in a thing called 
a carnival. I was loaded up with buckets, 
the O.B. and the girl were dressed up in 
funny clothes and we collected money, 
which further added to the weight of my 
burden. 


I travel by rail some 800 miles a year 
between here and the O.B.’s home in 
Norfolk. I have also had a great deal 
of experience of Bexhill (too many devil- 
lish hills there!), and I have been to 
Lowestoft and Southend. I once did a 
wonderful fourteen-day railway runabout 
tour of Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridge- 
shire. I would estimate that I have travel- 
led up and down the drive at Prested 
Hall about 500 times each year, and with 
all the other journeys I claim to do some 
six to seven hundred miles a year on my 
own tyres. 


On one of the rare occasions when the 
O.B. had gone away without me, and I 
was stuck in the garage feeling pretty 
sick, the O.B.’s girl friend had the scatter- 
brained idea of painting my platform. Her 
arms being what I can only describe as 
jelly-like, the result was that I got most 
of the paint in the wrong places, my 
only consolation being that she got a lot 
of paint on herself as well. However, life 
is grand, and while I can hold myself to- 
gether and keep the old wheels turning, 
it will continue to be so, 


the Stars 
in their 
Courses .. 


News of the 


STARS ORGANISATION 
FOR SPASTICS 


collected by 


‘THE CALLBOY’ 


I regret to say that I have been out of 
print for the last few months as life has 
been rather hectic. However, I will now 
try and catch up with some of the S.O.S. 
news, and looking back I see that I 
haven’t been able to report since Febru- 
ary. 


* * % 


Two of the reasons why it has been im- 
possible to write, were the Record Star 
Show and ‘Funny Girl’. The Record Star 
Show was a great success, with Cliff 
Richard and The Shadows, Adam Faith 
and Sandie Shaw topping the bill. We 
were also involved in a second Kart Race 
Meeting with the Surbiton Town Kart 
Club. This was again organised by 
Ronald Leigh-Hunt. The Stars Race was 
won by Johnny Briggs and the trophy 
presented by Hy Hazell. 


* * * 


I went to Colwall Court for a meeting 
of the Management Committee of which 
Hy Hazell is Chairman. Mrs. W. Cecil 
Jeapes and Clifford Jeapes were there. 
Mr. and Mrs. Marsh gave us a splendid 
lunch and we were delighted to meet 
everybody on holiday that week. 


* k * 


I spent a hectic week in Dean’s Yard, 
Westminster Abbey, where the S.O.S. 
were running a darts stall in the Market 
and. Fair held there. The picture on the 
front cover shows Mrs. Harold Wilson, 
who opened the Fair, trying her luck at 
the darts stall with David Jacobs and 
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Maudie Edwards. Over 40 S.O.S. mem- 
bers helped sell darts during the week 
and I worked out that nearly 27,000 darts 
were thrown during the week and at three 
darts Is. you can work out that we did 
not do too badly. 


* * * 


During these weeks I visited the ‘Black 
Bull’, Lewisham, and the Hertfordshire 
Round Table dinner with Anne Rogers 
who is now in America for six months 
with ‘Half a Sixpence’. 


* * * 


Jean Aubrey and I went on another over- 
night trip, this time to Corby to visit 
the Raven Hotel where they had an enor- 
mous pile on the counter for her to 
‘knock over’. Jean, too, kept up the good 
work by throwing double top at the right 
time and in between telling the disbeliev- 
ing locals of her recent shark catching 
adventure in Gibraltar (she is the woman 
shark champion of the Med.). 


* * * 


In June I went on my first beacon visit 
with Leslie Crowther and his wife to the 
‘White Hart’, Fairford. There was an 
enormous crowd to welcome them and 
after signing autographs Leslie challenged 
the locals to darts. I am glad to say we 
maintained the popularity of the S.O.S. 
by winning. 


* * bs 


Sylvia Syms came with me to the Rail- 
way Hotel, N.8, and The Lee Arms, E.8, 
to ‘knock over’ the beacons in both 
houses. The landlords having been wait- 
ing for some time for these very special 
occasions. 


* * * 


Thelma Ruby visited Wakes Hall with me 
to see the residents and to hear about 
their holiday plans. We spent a splendid 
afternoon in the workshop seeing all the 
various contract work which was being 
made. 


* * * 


My last visit this month was with David 
Jacobs to ‘The Ship’ at Ripley. We both 
had to duck as we walked in the door as 
this is a 13th century house with very 
low ceilings. Everybody gave David a 
tremendous reception and he pushed over 
an enormous beacon. Unexpectedly a 
shout of greeting came across the bar 
from Glyn Owen of the ‘Rat Catchers’ 
who had come in for a drink with Dizzy 
Adicot, ‘The Ship’ being his local. 


Star 
of the Month 


VERA LYNN was born in East Ham, a 
suburb in the East End of London. The 
first song she can ever remember singing, 
was ‘I’m Sorry I made You Cry’. Her 
first introduction to singing in front of an 
audience was when she was seven years 
old, mostly at family gatherings. When 
she was eleven she joined a dance troupe, 
and proved so proficient that by the time 
she was fifteen she had one of her own. 
She then joined a local dance band under 
the direction of Howard Baker and sang 
with him for two years at functions vary- 
ing from masonic dinners to dances at 
town halls. She then gave an audition to 
Joe Loss, who booked her immediately for 
his next broadcast. After the broadcast 
Charlie Kunz, who had been listening, 
booked her for his regular series of broad- 
casts. She stayed with Charlie Kunz for 
18 months, and her great chance came 
when Ambrose heard her sing and asked 
her to join his band. This was a great 
move forward. For at that time, the 
Ambrose Orchestra had a reputation of 
being one of the world’s greatest dance 
orchestras. After broadcasting with Am- 
brose for three years, she ventured out as 
a solo artiste and did three weeks variety, 
for which she was again immediately 
booked to star in the show ‘Applesauce’, 
at the Holborn Empire with Max Miller 
and Florence Desmond. After the show 
had been running a few weeks, the theatre 


was bombed and the management, having — 
a great success on their hands, promptly - 
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transferred it to the London Palladium 
where it ran for thirteen months. 


During the run of the show VERA LYNN 
started a weekly series of broadcasts called 
‘Sincerely Yours’, it became a nation-wide 
success, and when the Daily Express news- 
paper ran a poll for the most popular 
singer VERA LYNN was voted number one 
above Bing Crosby, and Judy Garland; 
- she was then dubbed the ‘Forces Sweet- 
heart’ (and up to this day, twenty years 
later, she is still known as that). The ‘Sin- 
cerely Yours’ programme ran for seven 
years. During this period she starred in 
another show for ten months at the Lon- 
don Palladium called ‘Gangway’. In 1944 
she went to Burma to sing to the troops, 
and do concerts there. After this her 
daughter, Virginia, was born and she re- 
tired for some time. When she started 
again she went into a Spectacular Show 
in Blackpool, and during this time did 
a radio show for America, ‘Tallulah 
Bankhead’s Big Show’, and followed this 
with another show at the Palladium called 
‘Peepshow’. The broadcast she did with 
Tallulah Bankhead was such a success, 
for her personally, that she was invited 
to New York to do eight more, and while 
in America she was signed to appear at 
the Adelphi Theatre in a show called 
“London Laughs’, which ran for two years. 
Whilst appearing at the Adelphi, she re- 
corded the song ‘Auf Wiedersehn’, which 
was a world-wide smash hit and sold 
23 million records. After the Adelphi she 
went back to the U.S.A. to appear in 
cabaret at the Flamingo Hotel in Las 
Vegas, while there she appeared in such 
T.V. shows as the ‘Perry Como Show’, 
“The Show of Shows’, ‘Dave Garroway’, 
etc., and was the first British artiste to 
appear on American colour television. 


When Commercial T.V. started in Eng- 
land VERA LYNN was immediately booked 
for a series of her own shows which ran 
for 18 months and followed this with five 
years on B.B.C. television in ‘Vera Lynn 
Sings’. She has also appeared all over 
Europe, including Holland, Denmark, 
-Germany, had hit records and featured in 
films in all the European countries. She 
has appeared in seven Royal Command 
Perfomances, has had her own Disc 
Jockey Show, also her own Radio Show 
on Radio Luxembourg, which ran for 
four years. Her tour of New Zealand and 
Australia, was one of the most successful 
that those countries had ever known. She 
has recently returned from South Africa 
where once again, she was the most out- 
standing artiste that had ever appeared 
there. She has received Gold Records 
from America, Holland and Australia. Her 
hobbies are sewing, gardening, cooking, 
and oil painting. Vera Lynn has a tre- 
mendous interest in charity work. She is 
Vice-President of ‘The Stars’ Organisa- 
tion for Spastics,’ having been Chairman 
from June, 1957, to November, 1961. 
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Announcing a New Service for Readers of Spastics News 


A YEAR'S ISSUES OF 


‘SPASTICS NEWS’ BOUND IN 
ONE HANDSOME VOLUME 


This specially designed binder, strongly made with stiff 

corners and attractively 4 bound in maroon Leathercloth 

and black Milskin, will hold each month’s issue firmly and 
effectively until complete. 


No mislaid copies! No trouble to 
assemble! Just insert your new issue 
with the special EASIBINDER 
device, and at the end of the year 
you have a handsome volume for 
your bookshelf. The title is Gold 
Blocked on the spine, and there is 
a space for the year’s date as well. 


Fill in the order form below —enclosing your 
Postal Order/Cheque with order — PLEASE. 


ORDER FORM 


for “SPASTICS NEWS’ EASIBINDER 


Please send me an EASIBINDER at !2s. 6d. including 


postage. 


NAMES sce. ar arate Aes... 


ADDRESS . 


ee © © © © © © © © ee ew © ew ew ew ew ee ee ell 


oe ee © © © © © © ee Bw ew ee we ew ew eo wo ew ew ww 
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ee ee © © © ee © © © © ew © Ow ee ew ew ee 


ee ee ee ee © © © © © & © ew © ww ew we wo 


fenclose-Postali Order/Cheque for 4... .20.2.06ecc8..3. 


crossed and made payable to The Spastics Society, 12 Park 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| (Block capitals please) 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

{| Crescent, W.|I. 
| 
| 
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PERSONAL VIEWS 


Dear Editor, 

I read with very great interest the 
article by Mlle. G. Saxer, and entitled 
‘We Must be Objective’, which appeared in 
the June edition of SPpasTics News. J 
could not let it pass without adding my 
own personal views. 

Firstly, we cannet completely forget 
our disabilities, even though we are told 
to do so, because we are constantly being 
reminded of them. 

Secondly, there are too many people 
saying to us ‘No, you cannot do that job’. 
This, to my mind, is unfair because they 
won't even try you out. They say you 
cannot do it without giving you a chance 
to see if you can or cannot do it. 

I am a disabled person but I am still 
able to do things for myself. Things which 
I once thought I could not do. I have 
done a fair amount of travelling, at home 
and abroad, which goes to show that if 
you put your mind to it, you'll do it. 

At the age of 23 I don’t have much to 
worry about in competition with the non- 
disabled. 

Yours sincerely, J. WuLus, Bradford, 
Yorkshire. 


Mr. Wills ts affected in his left arm and 
leg as the result of meningitis at the age 
of 18 months—ED. 


THANK YOU JERSEY 


Dear Editor, 

I belong to the Pathfinders Club which 
is the adult club for spastics of the Mid- 
land Spastics Association. One club night 
our leader, Mr. John Strange, asked me 
‘have you fixed up your holidays yet?’ I 
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said, ‘No, John, I haven’t’ and he then 
asked ‘How would you like to go to 
Jersey with a party of spastics as the 
guest of the Jersey Spastics Society?’ You 
can guess what my reply was. 

On the morning of 28th April I found 
myself at the headquarters of The Spas- 
tics Society in London where a coach 
had been arranged to take us to Gatwick 
Airport en route to the Channel Islands 
and the most fabulous holiday of a life- 
time. It was the first time that many of 
us had travelled by air and we revelled 
in the unique experience. 

At Jersey Airport we were given a right 
royal welcome by members of the Jersey 
Spastics Society. What a wonderful pro- 
gramme they had arranged for us. There 
were visits to the Jersey Fotteries and 
the German Underground Hospital, built, 
it was said, by slave labour—a grim 
reminder of how close the Nazis were to 
us during the war. It was grand to be 
asked out to tea by members of the Com- 
mittee, to have picnic lunches on the 
beaches as well as social-events and en- 
tertainments in the evenings. Everywhere 
we went there was a spirit of ‘deep caring’ 
which made itself felt. 

The fortnight passed all too quickly 
and the time came to say goodbye to our 
hosts—sad at having to leave so many 
new-found friends but grateful for a holi- 
day, the memory of which will remain 
with us all our lives. 


Yours sincerely, HAROLD ROE, 


RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE 


Dear Editor, 

I have been thinking a great deal lately 
about independence and responsibility. I 
realise that some folk feel disabled people 
are fortunate, because they are not called 
upon to assume or accept responsibility 
in the ‘rat race’ of life. Have you ever 
thought that we would be very happy to 
compete in this race, although we may 
never win flying colours? It seems to me 
that we are denied responsibility and sub- 
sequent independence because there is so 
often a lack of comprehension on this 
subject. 

For my part, when I feel that I can 
face whatever comes independently—when 
I can shoulder responsibility without a 
second thought—only then will I have 
achieved my aim. To many severely dis- 
abled people life may seem somewhat 
aimless, but even they can strive to think 
independently. 

Those of us who are expected to play 
our part competitively in workshop, fac- 
tory or Office, often feel the strain of 
having to keep pace with our more able 
friends; nevertheless it is a challenge we 
are glad to accept. 

In spite of the good work done by The 
Spastic Society and our own Fellowship, 
there is a dreadful lack of liaison between 


the handicapped and the able-bodied. I 
do wish that every member of the public 
and every employer would do all in their 
power to say quietly: “There, but for the 
grace of God—am I’. And when this new 
comprehension dawns, all the able-bodied 
will show a willingness to treat handi- 
capped men and women as equals (where- 
ever possible) in every walk of life. Would 
it not be a good plan to follow the words 
in the Bible: ‘Do unto others, as you 
would have them do unto you’. 


I realise that a large number of us do- 
not have the domestic pleasures and 
problems that able people encounter. Yet 
many of us would welcome an oppor- 
tunity to prove that we can take such 
things in our stride, more especially when 
our friends also believe in us, and so add 
strength to our determination to succeed. 

We are all responsible for our actions 
in the community, and we need to fulfil 
our aspirations in order to maintain self- 
respect. We may appear to be somewhat 
irresponsible, carefree people. This is 
probably because we have not been called 
upon to make big decisions and stand on 
our own feet; but I, and the majority of 
my friends, would value the freedom 
which such independence would bring. 

I believe spastic people should go out 
of their way to help create a better under- 
standing between the able and the handi- 
capped, and so help to make their own 
small piece of the world a happier place. 
In this way we can find true fulfilment, 
and life itself will take on new meaning 
and purpose for us all. 

Yours faithfully, MICHAEL PESKETT, 
Liverpool. 


THE LAME LEADS THE BLIND 


Dear Editor, 

Every Thursday morning I go into 
Tonbridge in order to give me confidence 
about crossing roads and getting used to 
people. 

On one particular Thursday morning I 
went on my usual expedition, I still felt 
a little nervous about crossing the road. 
That morning, I was waiting to cross the 
road at the traffic-light controlled pedes- 
trian crossing. I was standing next to 
an elderly lady and I didn’t really notice 
her except that she was quite elderly and 
wore dark glasses. As it was a sunny 
morning I took them to be sun glasses. 

The lights said ‘Cross’ and the other 
people went across. The lady touched my 
arm and as she spoke very quickly, the 
only words I heard were ‘cross the road’. 
Of course, thinking of my own handicap, 
I thought she had been wanting to take 
me across the road. I said ‘yes’, and she 
put her hand on my arm. We went across 
quite safely. 

When we got across she muttered a 
word of thanks and went on her way. I 
thought it was a little odd as I should 
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have thanked her. So I turned back to 
watch her walk away and I put two and 
two together and found that she was 
blind. 

It proved to me that there is always 
somebody worse off than yourself. I also 
felt over-joyed at being able to help 
somebody else. Now I can understand 
how people feel when they help us. 

ANN LupwIG, Thomas Delarue School, 
Tonbridge, Kent. 


SPASTICS POSTAL CHESS CLUB 


Dear Editor, 

The ‘Spastics Postal Chess Club’ is 
now nearing the end of its first year, 
and therefore I would be grateful if all 
results could be submitted before 20th 
September which will be regarded as 
closing date for this year’s competitions. 
To enable prize money to be distributed 
any result not received before this date 
will be considered void and neither com- 
petitor will be awarded the point. 

In the case of unfinished games I would 
be grateful if contestants could agree the 
result between themselves—any game in 
which no-one has an obvious advantage 
to be regarded as drawn. In cases of 
dispute I am willing to be the judge, 
provided that my decision is taken as 
final. As an extra precaution against re- 
sults being wrongly accredited it would 
perhaps be a good idea if contestants 
repeated results previously submitted so 
these can be checked against my records. 

I hope you have all enjoyed your games 
and will be able to continue playing next 
year. Entries, from established and new 
members, are invited now for the second 
set of competitions. Details will be sent 
without obligation. Although the club was 
started for spastics, any handicapped 
player is welcome. If anyone has any 
bright ideas which they would like to see 
incorporated in the club I would be 
pleased to hear about it: this is your club. 

Yours sincerely, Mr. G. VERNON, 23 
Holderness Drive, Swallownest, Sheffield. 


FIGHTING TALK 


Dear Editor, 

This is just to tell you how much I 
enjoyed the June issue of SPASTICS NEWS, 
which in my opinion is one of the best 
numbers ever published. 

The reports of the Education Seminar 
and the ’62 Club Conference were very 
interesting indeed. At last adult spastics 
are expressing their opinions in no un- 
certain manner. Their views will not 
always please everyone, but long may the 
trend continue. Being a 37-year-old spas- 
tic myself, I could not agree more with 
the speeches you published from the Con- 
ference. How often have I been told, like 
Marianne West, that I have all the time 
in the world. Whoever tells me _ this 
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usually has to take swift evasive action 
to avoid my left jab or a flying book. I 
hope to get some of my thoughts down 
on this question of time in the not too 
distant future. 

All good wishes, 

Yours sincerely, RICHARD TALBOT, West- 
one Lodge, Northampton. 


BEDFONT FETE 


Dear Editor, 

I am enclosing a photograph which was 
taken at our garden féte here at the Bed- 
font Spastic Hotel, at Clacton, on Mon- 
day, 4th July. The féte which was in aid 
of our Building and Improvements Fund, 
was a very great success and up to date, 
with donations and work done here 
beforehand, we have raised the sum of 
£562. 

Included in these very many donations 
was a cheque for £100 which was pre- 
sented to me on the day of the féte by 
Mr. Thomas Manning, on behalf of The 
Variety Club of Gt. Britain. Mr. Manning 
owns one of the local amusement parks, 
and fun fairs in Clacton. 

Pictured in the enclosed photograph 
are, left to right, Mr. Don Smoothey, 
comedian from The Ocean Review 
Theatre, Clacton, who officially opened 
the féte; myself in the centre holding the 
cheque for £100, and Mr. Thomas Man- 
ning. The two residents are Jill Watkins 
who is holding the very large teddy bear, 
which was presented by Mr. Manning 
himself to be raffled in aid of our funds, 
and Tim Valentine. 

The féte itself was the second of its 
kind to be held at the Bedfont, but this 


The 4th July at the Bedfont 


year the public response was very much 
greater and the number of stalls totalled 
21. We now feel that, even though we 
have only been open two full years, The 
Bedfont, is now well known in the town 
and the general public are showing much 
interest in its welfare and its residents. 
This was very evident during the day of 
the féte—the response in providing and 
running the very many stalls was mag- 
nificent and has continued since the 4th 
July. 

Best wishes, yours sincerely, JANET P. R. 
MOLyYNEAvUxX, Warden. 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


for SPASTICS NEWS, the official monthly journal of The Spastics Society covering 
every aspect of its work and its Affiliated Societies. 


Please send me SPAsTICS NEWS every month until further notice at the annual 
subscription rate of 11s., including postage, starting with the.. .................. issue. 


I enclose a cheque/Postal Order herewith. 


NAME: 


(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


ADDRESS: 


(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


CuT ouT and send to: 


Tue EpiTor, SPASTICS NEWS, 12 Park Crescent, London, W.1 


Spastics Christmas Cards— 
A Year-Round Industry 


by G. G. Payne 


‘I7’s ONLY MIDSUMMER —but Christmas 
cards are already going out by the thousand 
from Iver’. So ran the opening lines of 
a ‘focus on industry’ feature in the Buck- 
inghamshire Advertiser at the end of June 
this year. 

Whilst readers may have regarded this 
as worth news space, Spastics Cards 
Limited could legitimately have made this 
claim two months earlier, at the end of 
April, such is the nature of the Christmas 
card industry. Of course, everyone com- 
mercially concerned with seasonal de- 
mands has to ‘get in early’ and to stay 
ahead in this highly competitive sphere, 
Spastics Cards Limited has to face the 
task using as many of the modern market- 
ing techniques as are available. 

However, whatever means one uses to 
promote the sale of a product—in our 
case, Christmas cards—you must have 
what is desirable in terms of choice of 
subject, its design and, not least, price. 
All these we strive to offer and not un- 
naturally over the past four years since 
the Company started trading, all of these 
factors have been improved, so that sales 
throughout the country have become very 
substantial—six million in 1965 and a 
target set at seven million for 1966. 

It may be thought that since all Christ- 
mas cards sold by us means money for 
the Society (all Spastics Cards Limited 
profits go to the Society) that selling 
Christmas cards for the benefit of Spastics 
becomes an easier task. That assumption 


is correct only where an understanding © 


of the aims of the Society and the needs 
of spastics themselves exists or where 
people have a general sympathy and de- 
sire to assist people less fortunate than 
themselves. 

It will be realised that we are not alone 
in putting across an appeal to the public 
using the aims of our Society and the 
needs of those it seeks to help as a sell- 
ing weapon. Many major national Chari- 
ties selling Christmas cards are doing this 
today. On behalf of The Spastics Society 
there are the groups throughout the coun- 
try whose committee members obviously 
do an excellent job every year in persuad- 
ing people that The Spastics Society is 
deserving of their support and that buying 
Spastic cards is a first-class way of doing 
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this. They sell many thousands of pounds 
worth of our cards annually. 

Spastics Cards Limited lend as much 
weight to their arguments as they can by 
carefully placed advertising, attractive 
colour brochures and other sales promo- 
tion material to back the range of Christ- 
mas cards, calendars, wrapping paper, giit 
tags, etc., that they publish each year. 

That some competition between chari- 
ties selling Christmas cards should arise, 
is inevitable, although amongst 18 major 
charities who are concerned purely with 
human affliction, this has been rationalised 
within the framework of the 1959 group 
of charities. The 1959 group seeks to 
promote the sale of Christmas cards of 
all member charities for the equal benefit 
of all and using the wider resources avail- 
able to achieve this by the grouping of 
these charities. Spastics Cards Limited 
represents The Spastics Society with re- 
gard to Christmas card sales in this very 
worthwhile venture. 

Spastics themselves should be applaud- 
ed for the part they play in the Spastics 
Cards Limited marketing operation as 
cards sold under the title ‘Spastic Printed’ 


Stocking up for the Christmas rush | 


are produced by them at both the Bristol 
and Birmingham Workshops and with the 
help of spastics working in their own 
homes. A notable achievement this year 
by the spastics at the Birmingham Shel- 
tered Workshop is the printing of two 
four-colour cards, the first ever printed 
by spastics anywhere in the world. These 
two new designs provide an impressive 
extension of the range of cards sold by 
Spastics Cards Limited and compare more 
than favourably with their commercially 
produced competitors. 


Tailpiece 

May we remind all readers to use the 
brochure enclosed with this copy and to 
buy their cards early. 


Collating Spastic Printed Cards and Envelopes for packing 
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EDITORIAL 


Feeling Fed Up? 


ARE YOU FEELING FED UP and depressed? 
Who doesn’t at some time or other. ’m 
really thinking of club officers as I am 
writing this editorial, especially the officers 
who are just realising the enormous 
amount of time, work and energy involved 
in running a successful ’62 Club. 

The difficulties seem enormous. There 
is TRANSPORT, for one, and this does 
seem to affect most of our clubs. Then 
there are a hundred and one problems 
connected with PROGRAMME PLAN- 
NING, for without a highly attractive 
programme people just don’t want to 
know, especially if it’s pouring with rain 
outside and there is a really good show on 
television. Also COMMUNICATION is 
a problem that affects us, whether it be 
writing or verbal difficulties, and, last but 
by no means least, is the problem of 
getting your committee and club members 
really enthusiastic and by doing this, gain- 
ing their full co-operation, instead of a 
feeling of general apathy which one norm- 
ally gets. 

Well, if you weren’t feeling fed up and 


depressed a minute ago, I bet you are 
now! There have been times without 
number when in sheer exasperation I have 
stalked up to Bill Hargreaves and 
threatened to resign because it seemed 
that I was spending an awful lot of time 
and energy all to no avail. Of course, 
since those times I have seen the clubs 
grow into a much stronger position and 
from this I have gained the encourage- 
ment to continue. 

If you have reached this stage with your 
club, encouraging words like ‘you’re not 
on your own’ or ‘even ordinary clubs 
have these difficulties’, won’t help you. 
Although these remarks are very true, 
they don’t seem to help you to solve 
your problems. There is one tip I can 
give you, which might help, and that is to 
be as optimistic as possible and really en- 
thusiastic, both of these feelings are terribly 
catching, and once they have been con- 
veyed firstly to your committee, and then 
to club members, you are sure to be well 
on your way to tackling the many prob- 
lems which will and do keep cropping up. 


On arrival our visitors were entertained by officers of the ’62 Club. Our picture shows them 
in the Coffee Room of International Students’ House. In the background is a mural of 
Park Crescent 
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AMONG THE MANY THOUSANDS of Con- 
tinental visitors to Britain this summer 
was a party of 18 spastics from Sweden, 
aged between 18 and 32. For some, it 
was their first holiday abroad. 

On arrival in London the visitors were 
divided into two groups, one going to 
stay for a week at Oakwood Centre in 
Essex, and the other at the Birmingham 
Hostel. For the second week, the two 
parties changed places. 

From Oakwood the Swedish visitors 
were taken to Cambridge where they 
went on a river trip and attended a 
service in King’s College Chapel. They 
also made a tour of Lavenham, Long 
Melford and other Suffolk villages. On 
an excursion to London they saw the 
Tower, Westminster Abbey, Madame 
Tussauds, St. Paul’s and the House of 
Commons, finishing with a concert at the 
Regents Park Open Air Theatre. 

Visits were arranged from Birmingham 
to Kenilworth Castle, Carlcote, Manor 
Park, Stratford-on-Avon and Coventry 
Cathedral. The Midlands itinerary also 
included a conducted tour of Cadbury’s 
chocolate works and village at Bournville. 


Nottingham in Retrospect 


by Marcella Moroni 


THE CITY WAS immersed in grey: grey 
sky, grey houses and grey streets. The 
traditional fog was missing but there was 
the rain, a fine, cold, insistent drizzle. 
We felt chilled to the marrow by the cold 
and damp. Although comfortable, we were 
hemmed in the aeroplane cabin like cattle 
in a pen, only wishing that the *plane 
would soon land. 

A few minutes later, the mighty bird 
had risen above the blanket of cloud and 
retrieved the sunlight. Below us the clouds 
resembled enormous bundles of wool. 
Where was London? Below us or in the 
distance? 

Sinking comfortably into our seats we 
thought over the three days we had spent 
in England. At the end of the Conference 
Mr. Hargreaves, the organiser, had asked 
us where and when we would like the 
next one. The unanimous reply had been 
‘Next year, in London’! 

As the aeroplane, flying at 500 m.p.h, 
neared Italy we were surrounded by blue 
sky and lost the cold and damp feeling. 
While we were eating a tasty meal served 
aboard, the prospect of returning to Lon- 
don next year was pleasing. But then who 
would be the lucky ones? This time it 
had been Bruno of Rome, Franco of 
Potenza Picerno, Gabbriella of Florence 
and Roberta of Milan. 

‘Are you happy’? the English had asked 
us. What mattered the rain, the cold 
weather, the hard work, the difficulty of 
the language, the typical English food or 
the white coffee and brown sugar? There 
had been 200 delegates, ‘Young and 
strong and none are dead’! We met, ac- 
quainted, understood. We made friends 
and left satisfield. Ciao! 

The first spastic Conference was held 
last year. Forty spastics attended, all 
English. This year there were 200 dele- 
gates, of whom 180 had come from all 
parts of England and 20 from abroad: 
Switzerland, Germany, Sweden, Norway, 
Canada and Italy. 

The Conference was held at the Uni- 
versity of Nottingham, a gracious city in 
central England. We were stuffed with 
lectures for two days, from Io to 12 a.m. 
and from 2 to 6 p.m. But was it all 
tedious and puzzling? No, definitely not. 
There were for our convenience several 
interpreters who never left us. There was 
the Vice Consul of Italy with his wife, 
also a young Italian lady living in Lon- 


as 
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don, an elderly gentleman who had taught 
English in our schools for 40 years and 
others. We had been surrounded, literally 
surrounded by obliging interpreters who 
helped us in every way. 

We gave out to the Press reports of 
the work and other papers regarding the 
30 ’62 Clubs and the treatment of spas- 
tics in England. The reporters were eager 
to record this marvellous adventure in 
which Italy had been represented by a 
wheelchair, two crutches, four suitcases, 
an aeroplane and a little courage. 

Gabriella presented a paper which was 
magnificently translated by one of our 
interpreters and read out at the end of 
the Conference by Mr. Hargreaves to 
considerable applause. 

Our presence was remarked upon 
during a speech by the Lord Mayor of 
Nottingham (complete with chain of office 
and handlebar moustache!) But nobody 
needed to be reminded of the Italian 
group. In fact the English were obviously 
quite surprised and amused by our ex- 
uberance. But did they expect us to re- 
strain our natural high spirits for as long 
as three days?—to speak quietly and not 
sing or laugh! 


by S. T. Allman 


APART FROM ACTING as host to Miss Saxer © 
from Switzerland, I was not closely in- 
volved in helping to run the Conference. 
I was, therefore, in the favoured position 
of having time and opportunity to stand 
aside, watch and gain impressions. In- 
terest and enthusiasm were evident 
throughout, not flagging despite the heavy 
programme. It was a genuine enthusiasm, 
I thought, without the superficiality of so 
many Conferences where the delegates, the 
organisers, and the theme never really 
make contact with each other. Everyone 
appeared to feel involved and identified, 
and there was a sense of purpose about 
it all. 

Tolerance also struck me, very strongly. 
The group was mixed—a wide range and 
considerable economic differences, with 
some delegates well established in good 
jobs and others entirely dependent on 
residential or work centres or on home- 
work. There were too, considerable dif- 
ferences in intellectual capacity between 
delegates. These were differences, not 


schisms; they led to no impatience or 
friction; there was no take-over of the 
taiks and floor-debates by a clique with 
‘more-to-offer’. Every contribution was 


(Photo: Courtesy South East London Mercury) 


ST. GEORGES NIGHT AT THE “LOCAL’ j 
Six of the foreign delegates to our Nottingham Conference, at the end of a highly success- 
ful week visiting centres, schools and workshops—not to mention a few nights ‘painting 
the town red’—were invited with one or two club members, to knock down a pile of 
pennies at a South London ‘local’. The publican presented them with ‘English Rose’ button- 
holes. Their verdict on English bitter—‘Wunderbar’! 
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accepted as having a value and a merit. 

I was also struck very early on by an 
element of equality about everything to 
do with the Conference, and I know that 
this has impressed itself on others too. So 
often my work with the Society has placed 
me in the formal and somewhat superior 
position of adviser to groups of spastics 
such as this. A number of the delegates 
had at some time been personally and 
directly involved with me in such a role. 
Many had similarly been dependent upon 
Miss Morgan or Mr. Hargreaves. These 
considerations at Nottingham led to no 
lack of spontaneity in our being accepted 
- on equal footing with the delegates. The 
non-handicapped were attending as per- 
sons, not as role-players or functionaries. 
The atmosphere was informal and re- 
laxed, it would have been unnecessary, 
and an affront for anyone to have asserted 
themselves against this. The opportunity 
to mix in this way was one that I found 
most encouraging and enjoyable. 

My final impression, perhaps _ the 
strongest, relates to disability. I regard 
myself as accustomed to accepting the 
superficialities of a handicap—limited 
speech, a hearing loss, restricted walking, 
difficulty with eating—but the way in 
which these barriers diminished at Not- 
tingham surprised me. ‘Diminished’ is 
perhaps the wrong word—they scarcely 
emerged as relevant. It is not sufficient 
to explain it in terms of ‘all being in the 
same boat’ because the Conference was 
without any undercurrent of pathos or 
self-righteousness. It may have been be- 
cause there was such a sense of purpose 
and unforced tolerance about everything, 
but it quickly ceased to register on me 
that this was a group of disabled dele- 
gates. There appeared nothing unnatural 
in a contributor from the floor having 
extremely difficult speech, or in the fact 
that the speaker and Chairman should 
require lifting on to the platform before 
a session could begin. In this respect I 
regard the Conference as a significant 
example of group integration, and it has 
made me wonder again where the root 
_causes of any lack of integration of the 
handicapped with the community as a 
whole might lie. Future Conferences 
should perhaps be brought more to the 
attention of the public at large for the 
benefit that people generally might derive 
from the experience. 


ne @ Ga 
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No ‘Squares’ 
at 


“The Square Wheel inn’ 


WHAT A NIGHT! A large number of happy 
club members met in the Committee Room 
at Park Crescent, transformed for the 
occasion into ‘The Square Wheel Inn’, 
complete with sign! It was a special 
occasion laid on by the London 62 Club, 
and amongst those present were members 
of the Norwich and Slough Clubs. Also 
most welcome was John Queenborough, 
who is busy organising a new Club at 
Walthamstow. 

A feature of the evening was a cabaret 
performed by David Beebee and a little 
man who kept talking from Gerald 
Knight’s new hat! 

There was a wonderful buffet in the 
true *62 Club tradition, and dancing to 
the latest pop records—altogether a con- 
vival time was enjoyed by all. 

‘The occasion was somewhat marred for 
our vigorous Chairman, Peter West, be- 
cause having drawn the sign of an Invacar 
with square wheels, he went outside to 
find that a new Jaguar had completely 
wrecked his own car while it was parked 
at the parking meter. Tough luck, Peter! 


Here’s to the ’62 Clubs! In the picture, from left to right: Chris Hills, David Beebee, Tom 


Chairman at the 


Chair(wo)man meets 

Square Wheel Inn. Christine Ambort from 

the N.W. London club improving inter-club 

relations with Tom Barnard of the Norwich 
club 


Barnard, Stan Riches, Marianne West, Donald Houghton, Christine Ambort, Peter Beckett, 
and Peter West 


Letters 
to the 


Editor 


Dear Editor, 

India’s first problem must be to meet the 
needs of the normal person and hope 
that at some future time she will have 
the money to help spastic children. 

It is up to parents and friends to form 
groups to help the spastic as best they 
can. I feel if Dr. Mullaferose could ob- 
tain films on the treatment and training 
of spastics and showing how the spastic 
can make the best of himself, it may be 
easier to get the problem across to the 
family groups as India has so many 
languages. 

Mr. Hargreaves has set us all a prob- 
lem; how can you help a country short 
of money? What makes me feel hot under 
the collar is the waste that goes on and 
on all over the world, in homes, restaur- 
ants, building and industrial trades while 
people in other countries need help. ' 

West Lodge, Brooklands, Garstang, Nr. 
Preston Lancs. 


Dear Editor, 

Mrs. Williams’ letter in the May Sup- 
plement, suggests that I said the Mon- 
mouthshire Spastics Soicety was badly 
organised and that I was casting doubts 
on her ability to run it well. 

When I wrote the letter that Mrs. 
Williams was referring to, it wasn’t my 
intention to embarrass Mrs. Williams, or 
the people of the Monmouthshire Spastics 
Society. 

However, it appears I have done so, for 
which I apologise to Mrs. Williams and 
her Committee, but I would like to re- 
mind Mrs. Williams, I didn’t mention any 
names in that letter. 

Yours sincerely, P. J. TRAcEy, 11 Isca 
Close, Cwmbran, Mon. 


Dear Editor, 

I think for indoor entertainments a 
space should be provided for wheeled 
chairs for easier removal, if necessary, in 
case of fire, and placed near an exit. 
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Surely it is easier to push chairs than 
carry each occupant individually. 

I enjoyed the Nottingham Conference 
very much. 

Yours sincerely, W. R. PRESTON, 65 
Albert Hall Mansions, Kensington, S.W.7. 


Hello Everybody, 

We would like to introduce ourselves. 
We are the newly-formed ‘Herne Bay ’62 
lub: 

When I first moved to Herne Bay I 
was bitterly disappointed to find that 
there were no clubs at all for handicapped 
people. When I approached several people 
about this, I was told that the idea had 
been thought of but nobody had been 
interested. This made me feel very sorry 
for myself, particularly as I had belonged 
to so many groups in London including 
the *62 Club. 

I decided to have a try at forming a 
club myself and found that after I placed 
an advertisement in one of our local 
papers, letters began to come from other 
handicapped people. We all got in touch 
and decided that if Mr. Hargreaves was 
willing we would like to become members 
of the 62 Club. 

We were so lucky, we soon had a hall, 
thanks to Father Beddow, whose church 
I attend, and also Mrs. Garbutt who 
secured the ‘Old People’s Coach’ for us 
to use and found us a driver as well. 

Cur first meeting was held on roth 
December, 1965, and was followed by a 
party on the 18th December which was 
attended by the Chairman of the council, 
Mr. Rooks, members of Toc H, and Mr. 
Hargreaves as well. We were so pleased 
with the success we had and with the 
write-up and photograph in our local 
newspaper. 

We are now 20 strong and meet fort- 
nightly, and we are hoping to hold a 
coffee morning and Bring and Buy Sale 
soon to boost our funds. We would like to 
say how proud we all are to be members 
of the *62 Clubs. 

God bless you all. 

JEANIE HEMSTED, Hon. Secretary, Herne 
Bay 762 Club. 


Club 


News 


Sunderland & District 


WE HAVE NOW BEEN GOING for about six 
months. As yet our programme has not 
been very ambitious. 


We have a social evening every month. 
This is held in the local Spastic Society 
Centre. We look after the centre for that 
evening and do the catering ourselves. A 
raffle is held in aid of club funds. 


On our next social evening we are 
hoping to have a local pop group to pro- 
vide the entertainment. 

In March we had a visit from Mr. 
Hargreaves. He showed us films of a 
Mediterranean cruise, undertaken by a 
party of spastics several years ago. A very 
enjoyable time was had by all. 

In April, two officers went to the Offi- 
cers’ Conference in Nottingham. This was 
a great experience for those who attended. 
The report of the Conference was dis- 
cussed with great enthusiasm by those 
who were not able to attend. 


We are now in the middle of the holi- 
day season. Two of our members have 
already been on holiday in Cumberland. 
It is hoped that several more will be 
going on holiday later in the year. 


Winchester 


SINCE THE OPENING of our new Spastics 
Centre, at 98 Sussex Street, Winchester, 
on 20th October last year, the Club has 
spent some very enjoyable Wednesdays. 
Our meetings begin at 2 p.m. which take 
the shape of a handicraft afternoon, after 
which we are joined by fellow members 
at 5 p.m. for tea, which is followed by 
our ’62 Club at 7 p.m. 

In January we were very sorry indeed 
to learn of the passing of one of our 
fellow members; Mrs. Helen Weir, who 
was always a dear friend to us all and 
who was a great asset to our *62 Club, 
and set a wonderful example to us all by 
her very great courage. A picture has 
been purchased in her memory, sub- 
scribed for by both the members of the 
club and the Society. 

Lastly, the members would like to 
thank everyone of the Society committee 
for their help in running our handicraft 
afternoon and organising the tea, etc. 
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EVMIPLOYMENT 


NEWS 


JEAN BUNDY from Bletchley, who 
trained at the Chester Office Training 
Centre, has changed her job and is now 
working as a shop assistant in Messrs. 
-Woolworths. | 

RUTH COHEN from Tottenham, who 
trained at Sherrards, is doing drilling and 
fly-press work for a manufacturing con- 
cern in Leyton. 

PETER COSEDGE from Bexleyheath, 
is working as a van boy for a small 
furniture firm whilst awaiting a vacancy 
at Sherrards. 

SUZANNE DAVIDS from Maidstone, 
who trained at Sherrards, is doing a trial 
period of work at a hospital in Welwyn 
Garden City. 


DAVID EDWARDS from Dagenham, 
who trained at Sherrards is now working 
for a local manufacturing concern. 
DAVID GATES from Aylesbury, who 
trained at Sherrards, is now employed 
locally. 

SUSAN HANCOX from Ilford, who 
trained at the Chester Office Training 
Centre, is working as a trainee machine 
operator in the Borough ‘Treasurer’s 
Office. 

KEVIN HINDWELL from Pocklington, 
who trained at the Chester Office Train- 
ing Centre, is working in York for a firm 
of steel erectors. He is operating an 
accounting machine. 

MARGARET JUPP from St. Austell, who 
trained at the Chester Office Training 
Centre, has commenced employment as 
a filing clerk for a firm of china clay 
producers. 
PETER LEECH from Axminster, who 
trained at Sherrards, is now working in 
Exeter. 

MARGARET PURDHAM from Cember- 
ley, who had a short period of training 
at Sherrards, is now working in a small 
radio factory in Camberley. 


ROSEMARY QUEE from Chiswick, is 
working in a laundry in Croydon. 
HUBERT ROSS from Anerley, has 
changed his job and is now employed 
as a clerk by the Columbia Ribbon and 
Manufacturing Co. Ltd., in Sydenham. 
ARTHUR RUDKIN from Liverpool, is 
working at the Sir Robert Jones 
Memorial Work Shop there. He is a 
trainee-finisher in the book-binding de- 
partment. 

PHILIP RULE from Wood Green, has 
changed his job and is now employed by 
the Wyndsor Recording Co. Ltd., in 
Friern Barnet. 

RAYMOND SAMUEL from Barking, 
who is at the Thomas Delarue School in 
Tonbridge, is at the Reliance Mutual 
Insurance Society in Tunbridge Wells, 
gaining experience in computer. work ke- 
fore going to the University of Kent in 
October. 

IAN SHAW from Southampton, who 
trained at Sherrards, is employed locally 
as a storekeeper. 

ROGER SMEE from Folkestone, who 
trained at Sherrards, is now working in 
Camberley. 
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HOSTELS’ RELIEF by Sheila Gould 


AMONG MY MANY DUTIES, is one of being 
a ‘hostel’ relief, a ‘holiday dogs body’ for 
the housekeepers of our hostels scattered 
around the country. After a fortnight of 
my humble holdings of the reins, ’m sure 
the hostels’ residents always breath a sigh 
of ‘relief’ when their housekeepers re- 
turn from their holidays. 

Nevertheless, one does gain some amus- 
ing experiences and useful lessons in 
various hostels, also good exercise for the 
memory as one tries to remember each 
housekeeper’s routine! The whims—dis- 
likes—problems and potentials of each 
resident. The times traders call in various 
areas—and suitability of local transport. 

On arrival at a hostel—feeling sure 
I’ve remembered every detail of the 
routine as on a previous visit, I once 
found that everything had been altered— 
and before having time to get acclima- 
tised, had to get cracking with a meal for 
hungry residents returning from work or 
a work centre. 

One housekeeper was departing for a 
well-earned holiday, five minutes after my 
arrival. I looked out of the window to see 
a taxi-driver carrying my luggage back 
down the garden path! The next few 
minutes were feverishly spent in reclaim- 
ing my cases, and assuring the right ones 
went into the vehicle. 

A ‘cup-of-tea’ with the daily domestic 
usually furnishes me with recent happen- 
ings. Some housekeepers leave me a 
written list of details—one ’phones up 
nearly every day, when I hear her voice, 


I wonder if she needs re-assuring that 
my cooking has not poisoned any of her 
household or if she wishes to congratu- 
late them on ‘putting up’ with me, so 
well? 

There is fun in renewing acquaintances, 
also being alert to ‘dodgers’ who may 
think I don’t know of their expected 
contributions to the well-being of the 
house. 

A gas leakage! a ’phone call to the local 
company, continual reminders to the 
residents not to smoke until repairs have 
been done. The gas-pipe cock being too 
stiff for us to move! Meanwhile on with 
the meal. While we were washing-up, an 
Irish ditty was being sung and thoroughly 
enjoyed—at the end of it, we were startled 
by a burst of handclapping! The gasman 
had let himself in the front door and was 
smoking a pipe! Whew ! ! 

A debate not to be forgotten took place 
between me and a drain’s cleaner, he tried 
to persuade me that the resident house- 
keeper had authorised him to do the job 
that week—I had to insist that I knew 
nothing about it, eventually declaring 
there was little left in the-‘petty cash’ 
box! 

Life in the hostels also has its demand- 
ing aspects, and I would like to take my 
hat off to those who are in charge all the 
year round. 


My hat ts off to Sheila—and has been 
since I first met her as a member of the 
staff at Ponds—for this lion-hearted 
young woman is herself a spastic. 7.H.B. 
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A 
Day 
With a 


Difference 


by 


Esther 
Weatherill 


A PROBLEM OF FURTHER EDUCATION at 
Coombe Farm is that the residents who 
enrol each term are usually the same 
students for the same subjects and it be- 
comes increasingly difficult every year to 
supply a new syllabus and a fresh outlook. 

During the past three years I have en- 
deavoured to broaden the every day class 
room routine by introducing into the pro- 
gramme, drama and educational trips. 
The outings have included excursions 
around London, a river trip, a visit to 
Greenwich Maritime Museum and a trip 
to Canterbury Cathedral. 

From the residents point of view these 
trips have proved a great success and 
the class work both before and after the 
excursions has ensured that some factual 
information has been gained. But educa- 
tion is far more than the acquisition of 
knowledge and it has seemed to me that 
while these trips have been beneficial, 
they were but an extension of the at- 
mosphere of the Centre, and except for 
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viewing buildings and listening to guides 
the residents gained little or no contact 
with the outside world. 

With an idea to broadening the resi- 
dents’ social as well as educational ex- 
periences I asked our new Warden, Mr. 
Udall, if we could ask Mr. John Owen, 
the Headmaster of Hillcroft School at 
Tooting, where my husband teaches, if 
he would allow some of his pupils from 
the art department to accompany us on 
our next educational trip, which was to 
Coventry Cathedral. Fortunately the prin- 
cipal gladly agreed and so, on 6th June, 
our coach with a party of thirteen resi- 
dents and helpers, picked up nine boys 
and a master, from Hillcroft and began 
the three-hour journey up the M.1. 

Each resident travelled with a boy on 
either side and because of the difficulty 
of communication, care was taken that 
each boy had someone on one side of 
him who had little or no speech defects, 
so that they could talk to him an inter- 
pret for the person on the other side. 

At first all were rather quiet and com- 
munication seemed slow between the par- 
ties until we were about forty miles from 
Coventry, when I was pleased to see that 
a game of noughts and crosses had started 
between one boy and a resident, and in 
another corner some boys were trying to 
make their transistor radio work, so that 
the residents could ride to music! 

When we arrived at Coventry and un- 
loaded the coach the boys really came 
into their own and for the first time I 
realised how much easier these trips 
would be if we always had someone to 
push each chair. The sight of thirteen 
chairs pushed by boys and houseparents 
across a main street in Coventry was 
quite something and not only stopped 
the traffic but the passers by. 

To avoid the steps of the main en- 
trance we were invited to enter the cathe- 
dral by a side door at the Chapter House 
and then after a short talk in the lecture 


hall we were taken by lift to the main 
body of the cathedral. 

Much has been written and said about 
this 20th century cathedral and opinions 
differ according to taste, as I realised 
when aspects of the building were dis- 
cussed in the’ coach coming home and 
later in the written accounts compiled by 
the residents; but whether or not a per- 
son liked or disliked the Sutherland, the 
Baptistry window, or other features of 
the building there is undoubtedly some- 
thing for everyone to see and appreciate. 
Regrettably the hour-and-a-half was too 
short a time to take in all the beauties of 
the old and new buildings and we were 
very aware of the obstruction that our 
party caused to the other visitors and — 
sightseers. 

On the return journey conversation 
never stopped and now that the boys 
knew the residents they moved freely 
about the coach, stretching their legs and 
making jokes. We took a longer and more 
interesting route home and _ passed 
through Oxford and Windsor, stopping 
for tea on the way. 

There are many things one could re- 
member about the trip; the smiles and 
friendly ‘Goodbyes’ from the boys of 
Hillcroft when we dropped them back at — 
their school; the happy, even radiant 
faces of the residents when they arrived 
home late that night exclaiming: ‘It was 
wonderful, quite wonderful’! One could 
even remember all the boys pushing the 
wheelchairs down the hill at Coventry, 
back to the coach; tempted and, in spite 
of my warnings, encouraged by the resi- 
dents to a game of chariot races! But 
perhaps the two things that will remain 
in my memory for a long time were the 
happy atmosphere that spread through 
the day and a remark I overheard by an 
elderly visitor to Coventry Cathedral: 
‘Isn’t it nice,’ she said, ‘to see all those 
young boys helping and pushing those 
young people in wheelchairs’. 
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Two-Way Traffic 


FROM TIME TO TIME in the SPASTICS 
News, there appear news-items about 
teams of young people helping on a 
voluntary basis at residential and work 
centres throughout the country. Most of 
these keen and helpful persons belong 
either to local community service groups 
which are springing up in a multitude of 
schools, youth clubs and colleges, or to 
organisations like International Voluntary 
Service, which has been active at home 
and abroad for over forty years. 

I first came into contact with mem- 
bers of the I.V.S., during my seven- 
year stay at Prested Hall. Thanks to the 
interest of the Warden, Mr. J. H. Wat- 
son, there have been I.V.S. work-camps 
at Prested Hall and other centres in the 
area for many years. The strength of the 
I.V.S., as compared to many other com- 
munity service organisations is that it is 
part of a world wide voluntary service 
called the S.C.I. The latter arranges the 
exchange of volunteers and work, between 
many nations. The aim is not merely 
to offer service and help to those in need, 
but to foster the reality of peace and in- 
ternational understanding between nations 
and different racial groups. 

This meant that the work-camps at 
Prested Hall were truly international 
with sometimes twenty volunteers coming 
from a dozen far flung countries. I en- 
joyed vastly the opportunity of meeting 
such a variety of young people, who were 
usually charming and often very attrac- 
tive. They and the other foreign students 
who came to work at Prested Hall, helped 
to give life another dimension. 

The work and ideals of the I.V.S., 
both in its work in Britain and abroad 
attracted me deeply, because it seemed 
concerned with helping people to live 
fuller and more meaningful lives. I also 
made friends with some of the long-term 
volunteers of I.V.S., who later joined the 
staff at 72, Oakley Square, London, 
N.W.1. 

So when I left Prested Hall two years 
ago, and moved into a house near the 


centre of Colchester, I decided to try 


to start an I.V.S. unit in that town. Of 
course my motives for this were mixed. 
I was genuinely interested in trying to 
assist young people to find ways of help- 
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ing persons in difficulties or need within 
the community. At the same time I was 
a stranger in Colchester and had no pro- 
spect of earning my own living so I saw 
this as a means of wasting my time in a 
useful way and making contact with 
people in the town. 

Last year an I.V.S. group was formed 
and meets each Tuesday evening in my 
bed-living room, partly to discuss the jobs 
to be done during the following week by 
the people in the Group and partly as 
a social gathering. The numbers attend- 
ing vary a lot but are generally between 
ten and twenty, in a wide age range. It 
is my task to find jobs which need doing, 
from the local welfare officers and health 
visitors. These include decorating the 
homes of old or disabled persons, garden- 
ing or simply visiting the house-bound. 
I find real satisfaction from meeting and 
being involved with quite a range of 
people through my work for the I.V.S. 


TWO WAY 
TRAFFIC 


Not only do I meet many teen-agers but 
also quite a number of the persons we try 
to assist, as well as local welfare workers 
and others. As secretary I often get into 
shocking muddles. Having just become 
East Anglian Regional Secretary for 
I.V.S., the muddle is likely to become 
even worse 

I realise that few people whether spas- 
tics or not are drawn to this way of using 
time and energy, but it seems one way 
for very heavily disabled persons to feel 
they have some value to the community. 
For organisations like the I.V.S. in the 
field of community service, disabled sup- 
porters have some advantages as well as 
disadvantages. For instance their mem- 
bership is not as fluid, as is that of many 
young people who move on to college 
or university within a few months or 
years of joining. Also the home-bound 
disabled person is available at most times 
to receive messages and sort out muddles 
when these arise. Even if he cannot him- 
self use a telephone he can usually find 
a friend to assist, without having to in- 
volve his family or immediate helpers too 
deeply. The only essential tool is a type- 
writer. Of course a great deal depends on 
the ability and social flexibility of the 
person concerned, quite apart from any 
disability he may have. 

At the moment not only am I trying to 
fix week-end work-camps at homes for 
handicapped children, but in co-operation 
with the Quaker work-camp service, we 
are planning an international work-camp 
at a local school for mentally sub-normal 
boys for next summer. This is in addition 
to trying to help several families or in- 
dividuals in need each week in Col- 
chester. 

There are I.V.S. groups in many towns 
in Britain, beside the large number of 
community service groups in most schools 
and colleges. These need the support and 
interest of disabled persons and their 
families, as well as more general public 
recognition. In their turn community ser- 
vice units can help to enrich the life of 
the disabled and make things easier for 
those who look after them. This two-way 
trafic has much to offer in the struggle 
to build a society which is not only afflu- 
ent, but is a caring community 
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The Marchers 

THE 100 APPRENTICES from 106 Entry, 
No. 1 Wing, R.A.F. Halton, Buckingham- 
shire, attracted considerable local interest 
at Slough when they began their 106 
miles, two-day march in aid of spastics 
on 6th August. With banners flying and 
collection boxes jingling, the set out to 
the strains of an R.A.F. Apprentice Pipe 
Band on the first leg of their journey 
through 23 towns and villages in Buck- 
inghamshire. 


The whole of this imaginative enter- 
prise was conceived and executed without 
outside aid by the apprentices who had 
themselves raised sufficient funds to pay 
for all their expenses. The accompanying 
vehicles, all privately owned, were decor- 
ated with posters appealing for funds to 
help spastics. One of the most striking 
captions read ‘We are good at playing 
football, but how good are we at helping 
others?” 


The march was started at Slough by 
Mr. Peter Jordan of The Spastics Society, 
who was also at Aylesbury the following 
evening to receive them. In thanking them 
for their efforts, which raised £158, Mr. 
Jordan said that the snowball effect of 
the publicity drive on the march from the 
exercise would prove invaluable to the 
Society in its campaign to draw attention 
to the needs of spastics and the work the 
Society was doing to help them. 


The Committee of 106 Entry attended 
the London office of The Spastics Society 
on roth March, and presented their 
cheque to Mr. John Price, Assistant 
Director of Finance, who in turn pre- 
sented them with a dartboard to com- 
memorate the occasion. Mr. Price said that 
the money would help to swell the fund 
already established to provide a residen- 
tial home for severely handicapped spas- 
tics in the Berks/Bucks/Oxon area. 


House-to-House Collection 
‘THE ANNUAL HOUSE-TO-HOUSE COLLECTION, 
organised by the Croydon and District 
Spastics Society in the Spring, raised 
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£3,319. Despite the greater difficulty of 
fund raising, this magnificent result was 
only a few pounds short of the previous 
year’s total. 


Wanted — 
20 London Landladies 


FIFTY-FOUR-YEAR-OLD Wally Pope of 
London’s East End has got a problem— 
he has to find digs for 200 prize pigeons. 

Wally—a docker for 25 years—now 
owns a pet shop in Barking Road, E. 13, 
and in November he is organising an 
auction with a difference. 

He is collecting the most valuable flock 
of pigeons ever housed under one roof. 
And on Saturday, 12th November, at St. 
Pancras Assembly Rooms in London, 
Wally will auction each of his 200 prizes 
—and the proceeds will go to The Spas- 
tics Society, Wally’s favourite charity. 

Wally has written over 700 letters to 
pigeon fanciers all over the world and 
has now been promised birds from 
Canada, America, Holland, Belgium, 
France, Germany, South Africa, and the 
Royal lofts at Kings Lynn. ‘I’m trying to 
arrange for all the pigeons to arrive two 


Photo: Courtesy Maurice Cousins, Aylesbury 


or three days before the event’, says 
Wally: ‘Some will have to come thousands 
of miles by jet and may arrive earlier. So 
somehow I have got to find twenty or so 
landladies who won’t mind boarding ten 
birds each. They won’t be any trouble 
and I’d supply the corn and it would 
only be for two days at the most.’ 

Wally, who has raced, bred, judged and 
lectured about pigeons all his life—he’s 
even made films about them—reckons to 
raise £2,000 to help spastics from the 
auction. 


Horse Show at Great 
Bookham 

A Horse SHOW AND GYMKHANA was 
held at The Kenilworth Stables, owned 
by Lt.-Col. and Mrs. David Haig at 
Great Bookham, Surrey, in June, in aid 
of The Croydon and District Spastics 
Society. This popular event, which was 
attended by Mr. David Jacobs, was or- 
ganised once again by Mrs. Renny (a 
member of Croydon’s Appeals Committee) 
and the local Group benefited by £400. 
Students from the Thomas Delarue 
School gave a demonstration of horse 
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‘riding in collaboration'with Mr. and Mrs. 
Felgate of the Bradbourne Riding Stables, 
Sevenoaks. 


Charity Match 


(Photo; Courtesy Folkestone Herald and Gazette) 


‘Miss Folkestone’, Maureen Irving, tries her 

hand with a cricket bat prior to a charity 

match at Folkestone recently in aid of 
Spastics 


I.V.S. workers, who have been working in the grounds of Scalesceugh, taking residents 
on a tour of the grounds 


‘Any Old... ?° 

REPORTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED from many 
parts of the country of door-to-door oper- 
ations carried out in the name of ‘Spas- 
tics? and not authorised by the Society 
or by any of its local branches. 

In one type of operation an empty 
carrier bag is pushed through the letter- 
box with a card asking the householder to 
fill the bag with unwanted clothing or 
other effects ‘to help spastics’, In another, 
doorstep sellers go from house to house 
offering combs, toothbrushes and _ ball 


(Photo: Courtesy Dorking & Leatherhead Advertiser) 


Mr. E. Carpenter, Sally Scotts (riding ‘Little Joe’) and Sheila Prizemore collecting for 
Spastics at the Great Bookham Horse Show and Gymkhana 
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point pens said to be 
Spastics.’ 

Most of these campaigns are question- 
able and are doing great harm to the 
good name of the Society and of Groups. 
Some of them are undoubtedly bogus and 
the Society has seen no proof that any 
one of them has materially benefited any 
spastic person or Group. The Society is 
not associated with any such scheme and 
has given no authority to collect in its 
name in this way. 

If Group members come across in- 
stances of this sort of operation in their 
areas, not authorised by the Group, they 
are urged to notify the police, the press 
and the Society. 


‘prepared by 


Ship’s Mess collects for 
Spastics 

WHEN H.M.S. Eagle was recently com- 
missioned, one of her messes decided 
collections from the mess during the 
period of the commission should be 
handed over to the Plymouth Spastic 
(C.P.) Association. 

By the time Eagle returns to Plymouth 
to be de-commissioned later this year, it 
is expected that the 41 members of the 
mess will have raised £200. An ex-mem- 
ber of the mess, after consultation with 
the Association, has suggested that the 
money be used to furnish a room in their 
Hostel at Clivedon and that a placque 
be put up to commemorate the gift. The 
room in question has been used as a 
temporary work centre while the altera- 
tions at Trengweath were being carried 
out and will need to be re-furnished 
before it can be used for its proper pur- 
pose again when the work centre is re- 
established at Trengweath shortly. 
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Donkey Derby for Spastics 

Mr. GILBERT BRAGG, Chairman of the 
Canterbury and Kent Coast Spastics 
Group, and Mr. Alec Davies, Chairman 
of the Working Committee, were guests 
of honour recently at a meeting of the 
Sandwich and District Round ‘Table, 


Mr. John Wheatley, Chairman of the Sandwich and District Round Table, presenting a 
cheque for £350 to Mr. Gilbert Bragg, Chairman of the Canterbury and Kent Coast 
Spastics Group 


MOBILE EXHIBITION VEHICLE: 


September Itinerary 


when a cheque for £350 was presented 
to Mr. Bragg by the Chairman of the 
Table, Mr. John Wheatley. This donation 
represented the proceeds of a Donkey Derby 
and Féte held to raise funds for the new 
hospital school unit for spastics, now be- 
ing built at Broadstairs. 
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(Photo: John Somerville (Sandwich) Ltd.) 
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Date Town Site 
Thursday Ist 
to to Southport Pier Frontage 
Sunday 4th ey ; eb te 
(Photo: Courtesy Morning Star 
Tuesday 6th : : 
e wi Gtsvarmou Marine pamde Mr. Dick Boydell was demonstrating on a 
Stnday ay the Possum Control Equipment stand at — 
the 4th International Occupational Thera- 
Tuesday 13th pists Congress Exhibition at Central Hall, 
to to Lowestoft Esplanade Car Park | Westminster, during the week commenc- 
Sunday 18th ing 18th Fuly, H 
Tisesday an . e oe of Members a Parliament 4 
to to Clacton West Greensward pe . Bees ts 4 Fi e equipn as 
Sunday asth and because they cou d on y manage this 
at 10 o'clock in the morning, Dick was — 
Tuesday 27th given a police escort to get him to Central 
to to Manchester Piccadilly Hall on time. They made it in 40 minutes 
Saturday Ist October with 5 minutes to spare. 
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4th International 


Occupational Therapy 
Congress and Exhibition 


Mr. Hewitt, inventor of this hoist, of 
Hewitt Watson Equipment Ltd., Henbury 
Hill, Henbury, Bristol, rests in between 
demonstrations watched by Mr. Moore 
(the Physiotherapist who used to be at 
Coombe Farm). This ‘Hewatson Hoist’ 
is hand-operated (by occupant or attend- 
ant) and is suspended from an overhead 
ral or davit. Cost of hoist, spreader bar 
and nylon straps is only £55 10s. Od. 


On the A.C. Cars Ltd. stand a comfort- 
able new look to the Epic Indoor Electric 
Wheelchair, the artificial acralan fleece 
lining, obtainable from North Pads Ltd., 


Medical Equipment, 17 Little 
Lane, London, E.C.4. 

The Epic can be supplied by the Minis- 
try of Health on prescription where 
strength of hand or arm is inadequate to 
propel an ordinary transit chair. The Epic 
can be bought privately from A.C. Cars 
Ltd., High Street, Thames Ditton, Surrey. 


Trinity 
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In the foreground of the stand by 
Alluin Ltd., Great Bridge, Tipton, Staffs, 
the new Radcliffe Hospital Chair, designed 
by Dr. Mason and Dr. Scott specifically 
for hospital use, has an ingenious foot- 
rest that can be folded up into leg sup- 
ports. 


Also on the Allwin stand 1s the ‘Com- 
pact’ house wheel-char with retractable 
footrests and a new small lever-controlled 


drive. Cost £35. 


Everest and fennings’ lightweight wheel- 
chair was to be seen on the stand of 
Carters Ltd., 65 Wigmore Street, London, 
W.1. Note the use of light alloy in the 
integration between wheel and hand-rim. 
Cost £45 7s. 6d: 

The white wooden wedge-type bath seat 
(seen behind the chair) costs £4 from 
Carters Ltd. The tubular chrome bath 
seat costs £2 13s. 4d. but is only suitable 
for baths over 194 ins. wide. 


The Disabled Living Activities Group 
who run the Information Service for the 


Disabled (39 Victoria Street, S.W.1) 
showed a great many products useful to 
the disabled. Out in front, the King’s 
College Hospital kitchen trolley prototype 
made by the Royal College of Art. Above, 
a prototype of a chopping board with 
swivel knife attached designed and made 
by students at the same college. On the 
ground in front on the left, a children’s 
cart propelled by rocking motion for 
thalidomide children, designed and made 
by the students at the Hornsey College of 
Art. 

I was glad to see that the enthusiasm 
and goodwill of these Colleges was on 
display and I hope that similar displays 
will include prototypes from the many 
other colleges in the country who are tak- 
ing an interest in the handicapped and 
their problems. 
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The Red Cross stand displayed a new 
projection cabinet which in turn displayed 
slides of their many aids. A catalogue of 
these aids can be got for 9d. from The 
British Red Cross Society, 14 Grosvenor 
Crescent, London, S.W.1. 


In conjunction with the International 
Exhibition and a stone’s throw away, The 
Army and Navy Stores have given a 
window display showing all the products 
they have in the store usable by, or par- 
ticularly suitable for, the handicapped. 
They \have produced a list (obtainable 
from them) of these products and giving 
the departments in which they can be 
obtained. Alternatively the store points out 
that it has a world-wide mail order service 
from which these goods can be bought. 
Army and Navy Stores, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1. 


Home-made brush support 


WANTED 
Tricycle for boy, age 14 


Mr. P. Drane 
5 Western Avenue 
Haverhill, Suffolk 
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How | Became 


a Driver 


by Brian Dive 


When I visited Ponds Home to ask 
them to assess a new design of a tricycle 
wheelchair for a manufacturer, I was in- 
troduced to Mr. Bryan Dive, who has 
invented a collapsible walking aid for him- 
self. (Photograph (1)) Mr. Dive about to 
assemble his walking aid having arrived 
back at Ponds from a shopping expedition. 
(Photograph (2)) Mark II assembled and 
ready to move off. Note Mark I in use 
with another member of the Ponds 


‘Family’. 


(1) Ready for assembly 


In the following article Mr. Dive out- 
lines the difficulties he has had to get a 
vehicle that he could drive himself. How 
he surmounted them should be an en- 
couragement to spastics in similar 
positions. 

‘I must sit down and rest, my feet 
are killing me, said my mother as she 
pushed my chair up the hill towards 
the seat. 

‘I think that’s all the shopping done 
now, Bryan. It’s not too heavy on 
your legs, is it, or should I carry some 
of it?’ 


(2) Ready for use 


‘That's all right, Mother, I said, 
looking down at the egg box, hoping 
and praying the eggs would remain 
intact until we got home. 


I often felt so sorry for mother, as 
I am sure she strained herself some- 
times by pushing that heavy chair up 
those very steep hills. But like all good 
mothers she would rather put up with 
the pain than disappoint me by not 
taking me with her. If only I could 
have got out of that chair and helped 
to push I would not have felt so guilty, 
but I was not very steady on my feet 
in those days. Then, as fate would have 
it, Mother had to consult her doctor, 
who said she must not do so much 
heavy pushing. It was then that the 
idea of my having a hand pedal-chair 
came into being. 

Two doctors examined me to find 
out whether I could manage a pedal- 
chair. The first was our local doctor, 
who flatly refused when he saw how 
badly handicapped my hands were. He 
said that if he consented to let me 
have a chair and I had an accident, he 
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would be in serious trouble. The second 
doctor (Ministry of Health) reported 
that owing to my disability a pedal- 
chair would be out of the question. 

So my life continued its rather lonely 
road. We lived in rooms above a café 
and both my parents worked down- 
stairs all day, and the only time I saw 
them was when they brought up my 
meals or looked in to see if I was all 
right. Oh, how I longed for those 
precious week-ends when they had time 
to take me out. 

I saw a third doctor a year or two 
later who was much more understand- 
ing and sympathetic, and he suggested 
that I be tested for a pedal-chair. The 
test was a great success. I got my 
pedal-chair, and when I came to Ponds 
in 1955 I brought it with me. 

And now luck took a hand in my life 
and pointed the way. No sooner had I 
arrived at Ponds than I was given an 
opportunity to try an electric tricycle. 
It was owned by one of the residents 


and he very kindly showed me how to 
drive it. I found I could manage it 
quite well, and eventually I obtained an 
electric tricycle of my own without too 
much trouble. — 

Still I was not quite content. My 
ultimate ambition was to own, and 
drive, a motor-chair, but once again I 
was met with doubts and uncertainty. 
After being tested in a motor-chair I 
was told: ‘You can’t manage the con- 
trols properly. But here my father 
came to the rescue. He bought me a 
motor-chair and simply told me to 
drive it. This I did (or tried to do) 
but in order to manage the controls 
I had practically to stand on my head, 
and the whole experience took on some- 
of the quality of a nightmare! So here 
was another problem to be solued—and 
solve it I did, by taking the controls 
to the local blacksmith and explained 
exactly how I wanted them altered. He 
followed my instructions to the letter 
and did a wonderful job. He also made 


me a walking aid (to my own design) 
so that I was able to get in and out of 
the car more easily, and thanks to the 
altered controls I was soon able to have 
the car on the road. The Ministry of 
Health then agreed to be responsible 
for its maintenance — something for 
which I have always been grateful. 

So that is how I became a driver. 
Thanks to the encouragement and real 
practical help of many people, I have 
achieved a measure of independence 
which seemed quite impossible in the 
days when my mother toiled up those 
steep hills with me in my push-chair. 


Another invention’ I found at Ponds 
was this home-made hoe brush or rake 
support to fit onto a wheel-char. Are there 
any other inventors in The Spastics 
Society who would be prepared to divulge 
their inventions? Write to me sending 
glossy photographs, N. D. B. Elwes, The 
Spastics Society, 12 Park Crescent, W.1. 


* * * 
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PAPER 


drawings. 
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There is no end to the attractive 
and amusing things that can 


FUN WITH 


MODELLING 


by G. C. Payne 


The paper masks and models—animals, birds, 
heads, puppets and boats—which are described 
in this book are vivid and exciting, and easy 
to make by following the clear instructions. 
They can be used in many projects—in plays 
and drama, as an art, and for fun. 10 x 73in., 
64 pages, illustrated by photographs and 
L3s. 6d. 


iietea us KAYE ‘ WARD 
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Fund-Raising Special Offer to 
THE SPASTICS SOCIETY ONLY 


THE NEW STIK BALL PEN 
DIESTAMPED WITH 30 
BEST GOLD LETTERS 


Excellent Quality — Fully 
Guaranteed 


26/- per Gross 
(3/- Postage) 


Showing 145% Profit selling at 6d. 
each 
ANY QUANTITY 


Proprietor: A. J. Chetwyn 


ABBEY WHOLESALE SUPPLY 
1407 LEEK ROAD, ABBEY HULTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFS 
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A Desk Modification from Craig-y-Parc 


IT IS NOT OFTEN that a traditional type 
desk is entirely suitable for a handicapped 
pupil and modifications are frequently 
made to. meet the needs of particular 
pupils. 

The first stage in the modification of 
15 desks at Craig-y-Parc is now com- 
plete and these desks, in addition to 
normal use, are now capable of supporting 
a typewriter at an angle of 30 degrees so 
that it is in a more convenient position 
for a pupil who might benefit from this 
arrangement. 

In the arrangement shown in the photo- 
graph two pieces of gin. plywood, cut to 
fit the desk top, are hinged together and 
the forward edge of the larger piece is 
hinged to the front edge of the desk top. 
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by J. Pettican 


These pieces of plywood, of widths in 
the ratio of 2 to I, present a normal flat 
top in the closed position and in the 
raised position can be positively locked 
by means of a 3in. length of 3in. wide 
steel strip screwed to the edge of the 
smaller piece of plywood in such a way 
that it fits into a slot cut in the side arm 
of the desk hinge. 

In addition to supporting a typewriter 
the top may also be used for supporting 
a book or illustration and, with the pro- 
vision of a piece of channel section which 
could be disposed so that it is capable of 
locking both pieces of plywood in one 
plane, it is possible to use the desk for 
art. 

For this purpose the top is supported 
at an angle of about 80 degrees as well 
as being locked in one plane. 

All that is needed is a piece of 3in. 
channel section four inches long with a 
small groove cut in it so that the channel 
may be screwed to the edge of the ply- 
wood and yet to be slidable along it. 

In addition to the modified top a hinged 
flap is also provided at the side of the 
desk. This flap is simply supported by 
two strips of wood screwed to the inner 
faces of the legs. In cases where a strut 
between legs prevent such an arrange- 
ment a modified construction is necessary. 


In two only of the Craig-y-Parc desks 
was this necessary. 
The complete arrangement is simple in 


design and construction and, in use, 
seconds only are needed to alter the posi- 
tion of the desk top and flap. 

Further modifications are in the plan- 
ning stage in this lively school where staff 
are encouraged to think along progressive 
lines and are given opportunity to put | 
ideas into operation whenever possible. 


BILLIARDS AND SNOOKER e€ee@e 


SEPTEMBER 

6th Heywood Reform Club, Tower Street, Heywood, Lancs. F. Rea 

7th Golborne Labour, High Street, Golborne, nr. Warrington J. Rea 

8th Cradley Heath Cons., Cradley Road, Cradley Heath, Staffs. F. Rea 

9th British Legion, School Lane, Leyland, Preston 7. Rea 
12th Burlly Liberal, Burlly Road, Leeds, 4 F. Rea 
12th Highbury Vale Social, Albert Street, Bulwell, Nottingham 4. Gardner and 

K. Kennerley 

13th Morley Workmen’s, Fountain Street, Morley, Leeds 7. Gardner and F. Rea 
14th Silverwood Welfare, Doncaster Road, Dalton, Rotherham 7. Rea 
14th Rawthorpe Workmen’s, Rawthorpe Lane, Dalton, nr. Huddersfield K. Kennerley 
14th Monckton Club, Midland Road, Royston, nr. Barnsley F. Gardner — 
15th East Dene Social, Doncaster Road, Rotherham F. Gardner and K. Kennerley 
15th Amawthorne Workmen’s, Amawthorne Lane, Castleford, Yorks 7. Rea 
16th Low Mill Lane Social, Low Mill Lane, Keighley F. Rea 
19th Levenshulme Catholic, Central Avenue, Manchester 7. Gardner and }. Rea 
20th Eleetwood Workmen’s, Kemp Street, Fleetwood, Lancs. ¥. Gardner and 7. Rea 
21st Brickcroft Workmen’s, Brickcroft, Rochdale J. Gardner and 7. Rea 
22nd Newton Heath Catholic, Culcheth Lane, Manchester 10 4. Gardner and 3. Rea 
23rd Woodfield Social, Woodfield Av., Penn, Wolverhampton 4. Gardner and #. Rea 
24th Canley Social, Marler Road, Canley, Coventry J. Rea 
26th Collegian Workmen’s, Gage Street, Lancaster F. Rea 
27th Birstall Liberal, Market Street, Birstall, Leeds F. Rea 
28th Comrades of Great War Club, Regent Street, Heckmondwike, Yorks F. Rea 
29th Ravensthorpe Workmen’s, Huddersfield Road, Ravensthorpe, Dewsbury 7. Rea 
30th Manor Club, Albert Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham F. Rea 
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SCHOOLS AND CENTRES ADDRESSES 


SCHOOLS 

-THE CRAIG-Y-PARC SCHOOL 
Pentyrch, Nr. Cardiff. 

Telephone: Pentyrch 397. 
Headmistress: Mrs. C, M. Kearslake. 


. THE THOMAS DELARUE SCHOOL 

Starvecrow, Shipbourne Road, Tonbridge, 
Telephone: Tonbridge 4584. 
Headmaster: Mr. G. D. C. Tudor, M.A. 


INGFIELD MANOR SCHOOL 
-Five Oaks, Nr. Billingshurst, Sussex. 
Telephone: Billingshurst 2294. 
Headmistress: Miss E. M, Varty. 


IRTON HALL SCHOOL 
Holmrook, Cumberland. 
Telephone: Wasdale 202. 
Headmaster: Mr, John Nelson. 


THE WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL 
Tixover Grange, Duddington, Nr. Stamford. 
Telephone: Duddington 212. 

Headmaster: Mr. R. A. Pedder. 


FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE 
Dene Park, Shipbourne Road, Tonbridge, 
Telephone: Tonbridge 5101/2. 
Principal: Mr. P. K. Mayhew, M.A. 


MELDRETH TRAINING SCHOOL 
Meldreth, nr. Royston, Herts. 
Telephone: Melbourn 771. 

Principal: Mr. G. H. Crabb. 


ASSESSMENT CENTRE 
-HAWKSWORTH HALL 
Guiseley, Leeds, Yorks. 
Telephone: Guiseley 2914. 
Principal: Mr. J. D. Johnson. 


ADULT CENTRES 


AGRICULTURAL WORK CENTRE 
Thorngrove House, Gillingham, Dorset. 
Telephone: Gillingham 641. 

Warden: Mr, A. G. King. 


WAKES HALL (S.O:S.) 

Wakes Colne, Nr. Colchester, Essex. 
Telephone: Earls Colne 476. 
Warden: Mr. E. L. Chapleo. 


PRESTED HALL & THE GRANGE 
Feering, Kelvedon, Essex. 

Telephone: Kelvedon 482. 

Warden: Mr. J. H. Watson. 


COOMBE FARM 

Oaks Road, Croydon, Surrey. 

Telephone: Addiscombe 2310. 
Warden: Mr. E. Udall, M.A. 


PONDS HOME 

Seer Green, Beaconsfield, Bucks. 
Telephone: Jordans 2398/9. 
Warden: Mrs. C. Brown. 


BUXTON CENTRE: ‘THE BEDFORD’ 
St. John’s Road, Buxton, Derbyshire. 
Telephone: Buxton 3541. 

Warden: Mr. D. H. Simpson. 
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Kent. 


Kent. 


OAKWOOD CENTRE 

High Street, Kelvedon, Essex. 

Telephone: Kelvedon 208. 

Warden: Mr. J. H. Watson. 
Tutor/Organiser: Mrs. M., L. Birchall, M.A. 


JACQUES HALL CENTRE 
Bradfield, Nr. Manningtree, Essex. 
Telephone: WIX 311. 

Warden: Mr. V. P, Devonport. 


DARESBURY HALL 

Daresbury, Nr. Warrington, Lancs. 
Telephone: Moore 359. 

Warden: Mr, F. W. Bellman. 


KYRE PARK HOUSE 
Tenbury Wells, Worcs. 
Telephone: Kyre 282. 
Warden: Mr. W. R. Barley. 


HOLIDAY HOTELS 


ARUNDEL PRIVATE HOTEL 
23 The Leas, Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Telephone: Southend 47635. 
Manageress: Miss E. Fifield. 


THE BEDFONT HOLIDAY HOTEL 
Marine Parade West, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 
Telephone: Clacton 25230. 

Warden: Mrs, J. P. R. Molyneaux. 


S.0.S. HOLIDAY HOTEL FOR 
SPASTIC CHILDREN 

Colwall Court, Bexhill. 

Telephone: Bexhill 1491. 
Manager: Mr. G. H. Marsh. 


FAMILY HELP UNIT 
THE MOUNT 

Elm Bank, Nottingham. 
Telephone: Nottingham 66271-2. 
Warden: Mr. P. E. Habieb. 


STAFF TRAINING CENTRE 


CASTLE PRIORY COLLEGE 
Thames Street, Wallingford, Berks. 
Telephone: Wallingford 2551. 
Principal and Director of Studies: 
Mrs. J. W. Knowles, B.A. 


INDUSTRIAL CENTRES 


CHESTER OFFICE TRAINING CENTRE 
Western Avenue, Off Saughall Road, Blacon, 
Cheshire. 

Telephone: Chester 26987. 


Stockport Branch 

Granville House, Parsonage Road, Heaton 
Moor, Stockport. 

Telephone: Heaton Moor 8776. 

Principal: Mrs. V. S. Parker. 


BIRMINGHAM HOSTEL AND 
SHELTERED WORKSHOP 

Broadstones, Broadstone Road, Off Meadway 
Sheldon, Birmingham 26. 

Telephone: Stechford 6532. 

Hostel Manager: Mr. A. T, Walker. 


Meadway Works, Garretts 
Birmingham 33. 

Telephone: Stechford 6081. 
General Manager: Mr. R. G, Miller. 
Works Manager: Mr. H. Cragg. 


Green Lane, 


SHERRARDS 

Digswell Hill, Welwyn, Herts. 

Telephone: Welwyn Garden 22125. 

Principal: Mr. V. Kings, M.1.Prod.E., 
M.1.Wks.M. 


Schools Affiliated to 
The Spastics Society 


BIRKENHEAD SCHOOL 

43 Shrewsbury Road, Oxton, Birkenhead. 
Telephone: Claughton 2583. 
Headmistress: Miss B. Kennedy. 


BIRTENSHAW HALL SCHOOL 
Darwen Road, Bromley Cross, Bolton. 
Telephone: Eagley 230. 

Headmaster: Mr. D, A, Hiles. 


DAME HANNAH ROGERS SCHOOL 
Ivybridge, Devon. 

Telephone: Ivybridge 461. 

Headmistress: Miss B. G. Sutcliffe. 


PERCY HEDLEY SCHOOL & CENTRE 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne 12. 
Telephone: Newcastle 66-5491/2. 
General Secretary: Mr. G. H. Crowther. 
Headmaster: Mr, D. D. Johnston, 

M.A., M.Ed. 
ST. MARGARET’S SCHOOL 
Coombe Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
Telephone: Croydon 1434. 
Headmistress: Miss M. A. Budd. 


HOSTELS 


BRISTOL HOSTEL 

Elphick House, 180 Ashley Down Road, 
Horfield, Bristol 7. 

Telephone: Bristol 46573. 

Housekeeper: Mrs. H. Jones. 


CHESTER HOSTEL 

5 Newton Lane, Hoole, Chester. 
Telephone: Chester 21730. 
Housekeeper: Mrs, D. L. Pealing. 


EASTCOTE HOSTEL 

8 Sunningdale Avenue, Eastcote, 
Middlesex. 

Telephone: Pinner 1166. 
Housekeeper: Mrs. M. E. Scott. 


Ruislip, 


PENARTH HOSTEL 

Mena House, 78 Victoria Road, Penarth, 
Glam. 

Telephone: Penarth 57693. 

Manager: Mr. R. A. Martin. 


THORNTON HEATH HOSTEL 

215 Melfort Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey. 
Telephone: Thornton Heath 9155. 
Housekeeper: Mrs. A. Harrington. 


WOODFORD HOSTELS 

24 Glengall Road, Woodford Green, Essex. 

Telephone: Buckhurst 1151. 

6 Snakes Lane, Woodford Green, Essex. 

Telephone: Ivanhoe 0406. 

Housekeeper (at both Hostels): Mrs. B. 
Landall-Smith. 
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LOCAL GROUP PROVISION 


MORTH REGION 

Barrow-in-Furness and District Spastic and 
Handicapped Children’s Society C 

Berwick-upon-T weed and District Spastics 
Society 

Cumberland, Westmorland and Furness 
Spastics Society WORTH 

Darlington and District Spastics Society H 

Durham and District Spastics Society 

South Shields and District Spastics Society C 

Sunderland and District Spastics Society CW 

Tees-side Spastics Society TE 


Regional Officer: 
Miss E. O’Kelly, M.B.E., 
Street, Durham, Tel.: 2654 


34/35 Saddler 


YORKSHIRE REGION 
Barnsley and District Association Cc 
Bradford and District Branch R 
Castleford and District Spastics Committee 
Dewsbury and District Spastics Society 
Goole and District Spastics Association 
Halifax and District Spastics Society Ww 
Huddersfield and District Spastics Society O 
Hull Group, The Friends of the Spastics 

Society in Hull and District H 
Leeds and District Spastics Society O 
Pontefract and District Spastics Association 
Rawmarsh and Parkgate Spastics Society 
Sheffield and District Spastics Society 
York and District Spastics Group 


TOC 
TC 


Regional Officer: 
Mr, R. J. F. Whyte, Royal Chambers, Station 
Parade, Harrogate. Tel.: 69655. 


NORTH-WESTERN REGION (Manchester 
Office) 


Blackburn and District Spastics Group TC 
Blackpool and Fylde Spastics Society O 
Bolton and District Spastics Society TE 
Burnley Area and Rossendale Spastics 
Group if; 
Chester and District Spastics Association TCE 
Crosby, Bootle, Litherland and District 
Spastics Society Cc 
Lancaster, Morecambe and District Spastics 
Society 
Manchester and District Spastics Society TCE 


Oldham and District Spastics Society | OCT 
Preston and District Spastics Group OCT 
Sale, Altrincham and District Spastics 

Society RTEC 


Southport, Formby and District Spastics 
Society H 

Stockport, East Cheshire and High Peak 
Spastics Society TEOC 

Urmston and District Group TC 

Warrington and District Group for the 
Welfare of Spastics O 

Widnes Spastic Fellowship Group 

Wigan and District Spastics Society 


Acting Regional Officer: 

Mr. F, Young, Room 481, 4th Hoon Se 
James’s Buildings, Oxford Street, Manchester 
1. Tel.: Central 2088 


Regional Social Worker: 

Mrs. M. Moncaster, Room 481, 4th Floor, 
St. James’s Buildings, Oxford Street, Man- 
chester 1. Tel.: Central 2088 
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NORTH-WESTERN REGION (Chester 

Office) 

Birkenhead Spastic Children’s Society TEOC 

Caernarvonshire Spastics and Handicapped 
Peoples’ Society 

Colwyn Bay and District Spastics Society 

Crewe and District Spastics Society 

Flint and District Spastics Society 

Montgomery Spastics Society 


Deputy North-West Region Officer: 
Mr. F. Young, 6 King’s Buildings, Chester. 
Wels@Ghester=2 71272 


TO 


EAST MIDLAND REGION 


Boston District Branch 
Chesterfield and District Spastics Society 
TOC 
Derby and District Spastics Society T 
Grantham and District Friends of Spastics 
Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District Friends 
of Spastics Society 
Leicester and Liecestershire Spastics Society 
TC 
Lincoln and District Spastics Society 
Loughborough and District Spastics Society 
Mansfield and District Friends of Spastics 
Group O 
Newark Area Spastics Society 
Northampton and County Spastics Society 
TE 
Nottingham and District Friends of Spastics 
Group TEC 
Scunthorpe and District Spastic Society 
Stamford and District Spastics Society 


Regional Officer: 


Mr. T. H. O’Neill, Holland House, 43 


. Loughborough Road, Westbridgford, Notting- 


ham, Tel.: 84357 


Regional Social Worker: 
Mrs. M. Lane, same address 


WEST MIDLAND REGION 


Coventry and District Spastics Society 
Dudley and District Spastic Group 
Herefordshire Spastics Society 
Kidderminster and District Spastics 
Association 

Midland Spastic Association TEOWC 
North Staffordshire Spastic Association TO 
Shrewsbury and District Spastics Group H 
Stafford and District Spastic Association TT 
West Bromwich and District Spastics Society 
Wolverhampton and District Spastics Society 


Regional Officer: 
Mr. I. C. R. Archibald, 109 Colmore Row, 
Birmingham 3. Tel.: Central 3162 


Senior Welfare Officer, M.S.A. (Birmingham 
and Worcestershire areas): 

Mrs. N. M. Barrett, 15 Victoria Road, Har- 
borne, Birmingham 17. Tel.: Harborne 
3182 and 2458 


wo 
TOC 


SOUTH WALES REGION 

(including Mon.) 

Cardiff and District Spastics Association C 
Kenfig Hill and District Spastics Society CTO 
Merthyr Tydfil and District Spastics Society 
Monmouthshire Spastics Society 


Pembrokeshire Spastics Society 
Pontypridd and District Group 
Swansea and District Spastics Assoc, TECW 


Regional Officer: 
Mr. B. Kingsley-Davies, 2 Saunders Road, 
Cardiff. Tel.: 25725 


Regional Social Worker: 
Miss A. M. Davey, 
Cardiff. Tel.: 29289 


2 Saunders Road, 


WESTERN REGION 

Bath and District Spastics Society 

Bridgwater and District Friends of Spastics 
Association T 

Bristol Spastics Association CTOW 

Cornish Spastics Society 

Exeter and Torbay Spastics Society T 

Plymouth Spastic (CP) Association COETW 

Weston and District Society for the Spastic 
and Mentally Handicapped TR 

Yeovil and District Spastics Welfare Society 


Regional Officer: 

Mr. D. S. Hutcheson, St. John House, 60 
Staplegrove Road, Taunton, Somerset. 

Tel.: 81678 


EAST ANGLIA REGION 


Braintree and North-West Essex Spastics 
Society 

Cambridge and District Spastics Society 

Chelmsford and District Spastics Society 

Clacton and District Group 

Colchester and District Group 

Ipswich and East Suffolk Spastics Society 


TW 


King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Spastics 
Society 

Lowestoft ad N.E. Suffolk Spastics Society 

Norfolk and Norwich Spastics Association W 

Peterborough and District Group Spastics 
Society 

Southend-on-Sea and District Spastics 
Society 

Thurrock and District Spastics Society 


Regional Officer: 
Mr. H. G. Knight, 51 Newnham Road, 
Cambridge. Tel.: 61747 


Regional Social Worker: 
Miss H. M. Day, 51 Newnham Road, Cam- 
bridge. Tel.: 54531 


OC 


WESSEX REGION 


Andover and District Spastics Society 
Basingstoke and District Spastics Society 
Bournemouth, Poole and District Spastics 
Society CTE 
Cheltenham Spastics Association ETC 
Gloucester and District Spastics Association 
Isle of Wight Spastics Society TE 
Portsmouth and District Spastics Society W 
Salisbury and District Friends of Spastics 
Southampton and District Spastics 
Association TOWCE 
Swindon and District Spastics Society H 
Winchester and District Spastics Society 


Regional Officer: 

Miss C. Mould, 7 St. John Street, Salisbury. 
Tel.: 4521 ' 

Mr, R. Jenkinson, same address 
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NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES 

REGION 

Bedford and District Branch TOWEC 

Bishop’s Stortford and District Group, 
Herts Spastics Society 

East Herts Group, Herts Spastics Society 

Friends of Ponds Home 

- Hatfield and District Spastics Society 

Hemel Hempstead and District Group, Herts 
Spastics Society 

‘Hitchin, Letchworth and Stevenage Spastics 


Society 
Luton, Dunstable and District Spastics 

Group TEC 
Maidenhead Friends of Spastics Group 
Oxfordshire Spastics Welfare Society TOC 


Reading and Berkshire Spastics Welfare 
Society pL 
Slough and District Spastics Welfare Society 
St. Albans and District Group, Herts 
Spastics Society T 
Watford and District Group, Herts Spastics 
Society TEOC 
Welwyn Garden City and District Group, 
Herts Spastics Society 


Wycombe and District Spastics Society CT 


Regional Officer: 
Mr. R. C. Lemarie, 524 St. Alban’s Road, 
North Watford. Tel.: 41565 


Regional Social Worker: 
Miss U. M. Ballance, same address. 
Tel.: 41059 


SOUTH-EASTERN REGION 

Brighton, Hove and District Spastics Soc. OC 
Canterbury and Kent Coast Spastics Group 
Central Surrey Group 

Croydon and District Spastics Society —TEWC 


East Sussex Group Cc 

Folkestone Group H 

Horsham, Crawley and District Spastic 
Society 


Maidstone Area Spastic Group OT 
Medway Towns Branch at 
North Hants and West Surrey Group TECO 
North Surrey Group Ww 
North-West Kent Spastics Group wo 
North-West Surrey Group TEOC 
South-East Surrey Group TOC 
South-West Surrey Group TEOC 
Thanet Group 

Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge and Area Group 
West Kent Spastics Society Ww 


West Sussex Spastics Group 
Worthing, Littlehampton & District Spastics 
Society WwW 


Regional Officer: 

Mr. H. J. I. Cunningham, 29b Linkfield 
Lane, Redhill, Surrey. Tel.: Redhill 63944 
and 62250 


Regional Social Worker: 
Mrs. Vera Chinchen, same address 


LONDON REGION (provisional) 

Central Middlesex Spastics Welfare Society W 

East London Spastic Society 

Epping Forest and District Branch T 

Ilford, Romford and District Spastics 
Association 

North London Area Association of Parents 
and Friends of Spastics 

North-West London Spastics Society 

South-East London Group 

South-West Middlesex Group 

South London Group 

South-West London and District Group 

Walthamstow and District Spastics Society 


Ox 


= io) 


Guernsey Spastics Society 

Jersey Spastics Society 

Northern Ireland Council for Orthopaedic 
Development (Inc.) 


Chief Regional Officer: 
Mr. A. M. Frank, M.C., M.A., 12 Park 
Crescent, London, W.1 


Senior Regional Officer (North): 

Post Vacant 

Royal Chambers, Station Parade, Harrogate. 
Tel.: 69655 


Development Secretary: 
Mr. D. Lancaster-Gaye, 12 Park Crescent, 
London, W.1 


Schools and Centres Secretary: 
Mrs, C. A, Clifton, 12 Park Crescent, Lon- 
don, W.1 


KEY TO LOCAL GROUPS 


T—Treatment Available 
E—Education 
O—Occupational Centre 
W—Work Centre 
H—Holiday Home 
C—Child Care 


R—Residential Centre 


Miss E. FIFIELD, 
Arundel Private Hotel, 


Apply to the Manageress: 


Take a Winter Holiday at the 


ARUNDEL HOTEL 


NANAAAAAAANAANANN A NANAAAAAAAAAARAARAAAARR AANA AAAS SAAS SEN SAAR 


There are no vacancies for this Summer but 


book now for the winter. 


NAAANAAAANANAAANNAANANARAAARAAAAAAAAAAAAAR AAA AAAS SARA SERRA SAAR RASS 


23 The Leas, Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex. 
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